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Woodbridge Sets Statewide Pace with National 3-STAR Rating
& Sustainable Jersey™Silver-Level Certification
Woodbridge Sustainable Inventory Includes $7 Million Solar Panel Project…
Environmental Resource Guide & Master Plan… “Green” Redevelopment... Sustainable
Business Recognition… “Green” Energy-Saving Retrofit of Municipal Facilities…
Automated Trash Collection & Single-Stream Recycling
WOODBRIDGE, NJ – Mayor John E. McCormac today announced that Woodbridge
Township has been awarded a 3-STAR Community Rating for national leadership in
sustainability - noting that the prestigious STAR Community Rating System
designation is awarded to a municipality only after an extensive review that
evaluates the livability and sustainability of U.S. communities. Woodbridge
achieved the 3-STAR rating after completing a year-long pilot evaluation.
“Woodbridge Township is pleased to accept the 3-STAR
Community Rating – a designation that places Woodbridge
among the top sustainable cities and communities in the nation
and serves as a benchmark for the continued implementation of our leading sustainable
initiatives,” said Mayor John E. McCormac. “The 3-STAR Community Rating supports our
Sustainable Jersey and New Jersey League of Municipalities designation as the New Jersey
“Sustainable Champion” - having achieved Silver-Level Certification for five consecutive years
(2013 – 2009.)”
“Sustainable townships, cities, and municipalities provide a healthy environment, support a strong economy, and
continually improve the well-being of the community,” said Hilari Varnadore, executive director of STAR Communities.
“Woodbridge Township is to be applauded for its commitment to sustainability, and for the clarity and transparency
provided while achieving its goals.”
According to Varnadore, STAR Communities and local government partners develop and implement a robust
sustainability rating system for their cities, towns and counties and the STAR national ratings program helps
communities evaluate themselves in seven areas related to sustainability – areas that include “Economy and Jobs,”
“Climate and Energy,” and “Built Environment.” For instance, communities get credit for reductions in energy use,

increased transportation access or increased investment in locally owned and operated
financial institutions. STAR provides support as localities benchmark progress, and a thirdparty review ensures accountability.
Woodbridge Township is one of more than 30 local governments that participated in a yearlong pilot program with STAR Communities. Today, more than 85 communities, representing
34 million residents, participate in STAR. Other 3-STAR certified communities include Albany,
New York; De Moines, Iowa; Fort Collins, Colorado; and Indianapolis, Indiana. “The STAR
rating process gives cities a roadmap for how they can refine and improve their operations to
drive continuous improvement,” Varnadore said. Communities pursuing STAR certification
accumulate points for their achievements across the seven goal areas, which are used to
determine their rating. There are four STAR certification levels: Reporting Community (50199 points); 3-STAR Community (200-399 points); 4-STAR Community (400-599 points); or
5-STAR (600+ points). Woodbridge Township received a score of 219.4, which qualifies as a 3-STAR Community,
recognized for sustainability leadership.
Mayor McCormac noted that as part of the successful application for the STAR
Community Rating, Woodbridge Township, working in conjunction with “Greenable
Woodbridge,” Sustainable Jersey, and the Rutgers University Center for Urban
Environmental Sustainability (CUES), implemented innovative sustainable initiatives
including a $7 million project to install energy-producing solar panels on municipal,
school, fire department, private sector and residential buildings designed to save
Township taxpayers and businesses long-term energy costs through a self-sustaining
source of energy that will provide a portion of the Township’s power needs for years to
come; creation of a ‘green’ business recognition program; implementation of a fully
automated trash collection and single-stream recycling program that dramatically
increased recycling and decreased the amount of waste going to the county landfill;
implementation of energy-saving audits and retrofits at municipal buildings and facilities; integration of fuel efficient
hybrid vehicles and bio-fuels into the municipal fleet; and designation of Woodbridge Township as a Mayor’s Wellness
community.
“Greenable Woodbridge” encourages all sectors of the community to become involved in implementing innovative,
cost-effective, sustainable, environmentally-friendly and energy efficient programs and initiatives designed to provide
long-term ‘green’ benefits to Woodbridge’s ten towns. Additional ‘Greenable Woodbridge’ sustainable initiatives
already implemented or underway include:
 Mayor’s Environmental Commission;
 Development of educational and instructional programs promoting “green”
technology and sustainable programs for schools, community associations and local
businesses;
 Promoting “Buy Local” initiatives and creation of a “Buy Local” APP;
 Establishing a summer Farmers’ Market;
 Creation of a tree replacement program in parks and municipal properties;
 Implementation of a Sustainable Community Climate Action Plan;
 Accelerated development of Safe Routes to Schools initiatives;
 Established a complete street program and bicycle route plan;
 Implementation of energy upgrades in Municipal buildings which led to an overall
decrease in the municipal carbon footprint;
 Creation of a wetlands and brownfield inventory;
 Creation of multiple Sustainable Arts initiatives;
 Establish an all-encompassing “Greenable Woodbridge” web page located at www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us
which provides information on every aspect of “going green” and sustainable initiatives, along with easy-to-use
information on the steps we can all take to establish Woodbridge Township as a leader in sustainable living.
About STAR Communities: STAR Communities advances a national framework for sustainable communities through the delivery
of standards and tools built by and for local governments and the communities they serve. The organization administers the STAR
Community Rating System, the nation’s first framework and certification program for local sustainability. For more information, visit
http://www.STARcommunities.org. Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @STARCommRating.
About Sustainable Jersey: Sustainable Jersey is a certification program for municipalities in New Jersey. Launched in 2009,
Sustainable Jersey is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that supports community efforts to reduce waste, cut greenhouse gas
emissions, and improve environmental equity. Sustainable Jersey is empowering New Jersey towns to build a better world for future
generations by providing tools, training and financial incentives to support and reward communities to pursue sustainability

programs. New Jersey is the first state in the nation to have a
comprehensive sustainability program for communities that links certification
with state and private financial incentives, and a fully resourced program of
technical support and training. Sustainable Jersey’s partners include the
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and the New Jersey
Board of Public Utilities. The policies and other substantive contents of the
program are developed though a transparent participatory process involving
NGOs, academics, government, and the business community. Program
sponsors include the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, PSEG Foundation,
New Jersey Natural Gas, Church and Dwight, Covanta Energy,
Elizabethtown Gas, United Water, Verizon, Atlantic City Electric, South
Jersey Gas, New Jersey Food Council, Waste Management of New Jersey,
Terhune Orchards, EcoMatters, Concord Engineering and Alteris
Renewables.
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GREENABLE WOODBRIDGE
Fostering Thriving and Sustainable Local
Economies

2015 New Jersey Sustainability Summit
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Greenable Woodbridge
Prosperity Plan

“To use sustainability to create demand and a
market as a basis of fueling a better economy in
Woodbridge Township and the surrounding regions
and to foster the creation of new market
opportunities and local economic growth.”

Defining the Green Economy
Output approach or Core Green Businesses
• Firms that produce green goods and services

Process approach or Adaptive Businesses
• Firms that have sustainable or green production
processes or business practices

Supply

Demand

• Promote widespread education
• Expand cleaner transportation and
infrastructure
• Provide support through policy

Buy Local

Buy Local

Green Business Walking Tour

Green Business Competition

Green Office Competition

Raritan River Area and Keasbey Redevelopment Area
Furthers Township Development

Wawa and Aldi Foods Develop
Abandoned Route 9 Site

Woodbridge Center Mall Implements
“Green” Business Practices

Wakefern/Shoprite Regional Warehouse Expansion

Cisco Expands Operations
at MetroPark Center

Woodbridge Waterfront Park

Woodbridge: Economic Development…
Environmental Remediation and
Conservation
Working Together to Foster Redevelopment…

BDA Aerial Map…
Keasbey Redevelopment Site and
Brownfield Development Area

Woodbridge Waterfront Park…
Raritan River Access Area

Avenel Arts Village

AriZona Manufacturing Complex

Over a Million Square Feet Manufacturing Complex
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