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Anthony Santella
Drawing on the traditions of African, indigenous Pacific Northwest & Medieval ritual art, Teaneck, NJ
resident Anthony Santella creates sculpture and
painting that reflects his own struggles with the
fears and hopes of the modern world.

“By placing mythic figures and surreal anomalies in
modern contexts I want to question our faith in the
reality of the waking world, its rules, and the primacy of its values: pleasure, power, control. Perhaps instead when we face the incomprehensible and die, bit by bit, sacrifice by sacrifice, we are most truly alive. At
its best art is a tool that helps us face reality. In this body of work I have tried to
challenge the viewer and myself to see reality through new eyes.”

Anthony’s work is motivated by an obsession with myth and relationships, those
between people and between people and their environment. His sculptural work
is executed in salvaged local trees, cut during construction or storm downed. This
process has personal as well as political significance. Included in the show are several pieces reflecting on, and constructed with wood from trees with special personal resonance. One, an 80 year old oak that stood over the artist’s childhood
home destroyed his car when it fell during hurricane Sandy. Another oak, about
250 years old and believed the 4th largest in NJ was removed last year after a long
and public political battle. For a year Anthony took pictures of the stump daily; a
selection of these is also on display. For the artist creating finely detailed figures
from these discarded but resonant materials is both an environmental statement
and an act of resurrection.

Connie Elek
Connie Elek is a studio artist who
splits her time between New Jersey
and the Florida Keys. She creates ceramic art. Her love of nature transforms clay into beautiful functional
works spanning teapots, bowls,
mugs, plates, soup tureens, goblets,
and birdbaths.
Her portfolio of non-functional and
decorative pieces illustrates a unique display of handcrafted
sculptures and urns. Nonfunctional work is created using various
methods and materials. The colors and designs are formed by
horsehair, feathers, seaweed, "found objects" metal shavings,
pine cones and whatever else may be in the area. She also creates
unique fruit and cheese plates from recycled glass bottles which
are "slumped" in her kiln. In
the last few years, she has
painted on glassware and
canvas. Her canvas work
features vibrant underwater
scenes from nature.

Dawn Arena
Influenced by natural elements, my art is
a reflection of the environment in which I
live. Using organic and recycled materials– bone, driftwood, scrap metal, etc,
my sculptures depict continuous life cycles that consciously and unconsciously
permeate our awareness. The upcycled
work I create is a testimony to the belief
of conserving and appreciating our resources, so that the environment which
we live will continue to be a environment
in which we desire to live. My goal as an
artist is to make artwork unlike art people have seen, while at the same
time recognizable in the identity of everyday materials. I only hope the
sculptures will inspire others to appreciate the simple, neglected items
from which my creations are born.

Enrique Zaldivar
Enrique Zaldivar is a Cuban painter based in the United States, graduate
of the Professional Academy of Fine Arts "El Alba" in Holguin, Cuba.
Zaldivar's paintings are characterized and inspired by the presence of nature in general. Not to copy it, but to transform it through his eyes and
his mind, to give us a unique and unrepeatable creation.
We see in his works an intense and particular use of color, with a conscious use of complementary colors creating harmony and balance. Vibrant colors illuminate the canvas, a mixture of the tropical light of Cuba
and the explosion of autumn colors in the United States.
For Zaldivar each stroke is a way of reflecting life in its wide spectrum of
situations, showing us its inner world and Zaldivar’s unique philosophy of
life. With a simple visual language, Zaldivar opens the windows to other
worlds.

Frani Lugo
Francisco Lugo is a multidisciplinary painter, draftsman, visual artist.
Multi-instrumentalist musician and songwriter. worlds.

Joe Messick
Edgewood Studios
Hi there: I’m Joseph Messick. I’m a furniture designer and maker creating
contemporary live edge pieces.
I first started working with live edge lumber in New England about 20
years ago: I was an architectural graduate of the University at Buffalo’s 31/2 yr Masters program, looking for a more hands-on approach to designing and building: where designers were directly involved with the construction of their ideas. This is where the discipline of Architecture began.
There, I worked with designers and artisans in the region who specialized in timberframe-constructed buildings with a unique feature: live edge, and whole trees incorporated into the structure. We built everythingdoors, windows, sinks, beds- from millwork to furniture, everything was custom made by us. After years of
work, I mastered the techniques, and started running the projects, training carpenters in our methods, and
developing new ones. We would work for years on a single building, living on site, and traveling back to
“home base”. It was not an easy to life, living out of a suitcase, and constantly being on the move.
After my time there, I moved to NYC, and pursued a more common role in Architecture, and worked for several firms. While working at these firms, I designed and built custom pieces “on the side” for select patrons,
as my time allowed. My professional career prior to the pandemic culminated in the corporate world, managing office designs across the country for a fortune 200 insurance company. However, with the disruption of
this horrible pandemic, and with few jobs available, I have been given time to think about what’s really important to me, and have decided to re-engage with my core passion: Designing and Building.
My process is fairly straight forward: I start with creating a design- it could be to solve a problem for a patron,
or something that they would want, or sometimes I am shown pictures of a type of piece that is liked by
them. I never copy, there is no need to. What I do is re-imagine what they are looking for, and find new ways
to meet their needs. I then create a detailed
design. From there, however the design process is not finished: With live edge, the
uniqueness of each slab can influence the design. Sometimes this is subtle. Sometimes, it
might be quite radical, and even offering its
own new ideas to the design. I always work
closely with my patron, thru meetings and discussions during this process. But one thing is
for certain: both my patrons, and myself are
always thrilled about the finished piece.

Kenneth Witkowski
I am a lifelong resident of Woodbridge Township, New Jersey. I was born in 1957
and attended Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York as an illustration major. Deciding I liked the fine art aspect more, I settled on pastels as a medium because I was
tired of carrying wet canvases across campus. Sewaren is the subject of some of
my paintings. I like to call them industrial landscapes.
Realizing it was unlikely that I could sustain a living as a painter, I left Pratt to work
at a retail frame shop and gallery, just to be around art. I painted recreationally
and was occasionally commissioned. I always liked the challenges that pastels presented and enjoyed the ability to leave a painting for extended periods. I painted
for a few years until family and work took control of my life, so I put away the pastels for about 28 years.
About 2013, I made friend with an individual who I later learned attended Pratt
about the same time. We were talking and I revealed that I also attended Pratt. I
said to him “Yeah, I used to paint!” to which he replied, “Used to?”; “you either
paint or you don’t, there’s no “used to!””. The following week, he gifted me a
brush and three 2” x 2” canvases and said; “Here you go, start small!” I’ve been
painting ever since, when time allows.

Konstantin Zingerman
I am a New Jersey based figurative sculptor and educator.
I have been sculpting professionally in clay, cement,
bronze, an other media since 2012. My interest in the
natural beauty of the world and its inhabitants has inspired my sculpture. I use both classical and contemporary sculpting techniques to explore character, compassion, kindness and memory.
My Art centers on memory, feelings and emotions. It is
primarily figurative in nature. I explore both the natural
world and humanity. My stylistic interest ranges from realism to impressionism.
How does natural form reflect a feeling? How does a visual representation trigger
memories full of visual and tactile senses? These are the questions that inspire
my art.

I graduated from Florence Academy of Art, Italy in 2012. Later I studied and
worked under different professional master sculptors. My classical and contemporary education enriched my mastery of Sculpture and drawing. I draw inspiration
from Nature, from History and from Literature.
I love sculpture. And love of sculpture drives me to improve my art and to work on
making learning sculpture accessible to more people.

Laura Brown
Laura Brown creates artworks
on paper, canvas and mosr recently on wood. Her work explores the detail and nuance of
descriptive line.
Laura’s pieces are representational and depict the quiet details of subjects chosen with an
underlying theme of exploring the past. Many pieces of her work are narrative in
nature, giving form to specific stories and meaning.
Whether it is a steam engine, an endangered species or a long ago forgotten train
station, the image beckons a contemplation of both what was and what is.
Laura Brown’s artwork has been featured on book covers and in magazines. Her
work has been included in numerous group and solo exhibitions throughout the
northeast and is in many private collections.
She holds a BFA and a post-baccalaureate teacher certification from the School of
Visual Arts.
Laura was a public high school fine arts instructor. She
currently teaches art for the City of Rahway, NJ and at her
studio.
Her studio is in Westfield, NJ, where she lives with her husband and son.

Lauren Aretakis
My name is Lauren Aretakis. I
make necklaces from vintage
jewelry pieces. I started creating
necklaces from vintage jewelry
pieces about 10 years ago. I was
always attracted to vintage pins,
earrings, beads and other jewelry bits and parts at garage and
estate sales. I love purchasing
old, broken and no longer wanted items and repurposing them to give
them a new life so they may be loved and appreciated once again. I prefer to use what’s already out there instead of purchasing mass market
items. All of my necklaces are one of a kind. I can also design a commissioned necklace by either pieces given to me by someone or by their color choices and ideas.

Lisa Shepard Stewart
Lisa Shepard Stewart is a writer and designer based in New Jersey, whose obsession
with African textiles began in 1986 during a
trip to Senegal, West Africa. Through her
publications and her specialty company, Cultured Expressions, Lisa encourages other
DIY enthusiasts to express themselves creatively, using culturally relevant techniques
and materials.
She travels to Ghana annually to source
artists, fabrics and materials. She also curates and hosts SewJourns, unique fabric and fiber art experiences in fun destinations. She
opened CE's first studio location in downtown Rahway, NJ in December 2017, where her workshop offerings have expanded to include online classes for groups and individuals.
There's something about African Textiles…

You instantly feel their Energy... You imagine the textile artist at work, and wonder what inspired the blend of colors, patterns, textures
and symbols in a particular cloth.
I am inspired to use these fabrics to design
pieces that combine style and function, a duality commonly found throughout West African art and craft. I work primarily with bogolan (mudcloth), kuba cloth, kente, batik, and
African prints. Recycled glass beads and hand
-cast brass accents from Ghana often provide
the finishing touches to my pieces.
www.CulturedExpressions.com

Robert Hopkins
I am an amateur photographer
and have been photographing
for about 20 years. Most of my
work is done in black and white
and includes landscapes, florals,
still life and figure studies.
My landscape and still life images have been exhibited at the Rotunda,
Transformations, and Nails in the Wall Galleries, and I have participated
in the Junebug Artfest, East Brunswick Art Festival, Highland Park Arts in
the Park, and BarronFest 2019. My studio work and figure studies, often
inspired by classic photographers such as Ruth Bernhard, Edward Weston
and Leonard Nimoy, havebeen exhibited in galleries in Illinois, Vermont
and Oregon, have been featured in several magazines and a photography anthology.

Sharon Savitz
The thread of art has run through my life
ever since I can remember, continuing to
evolve through all the changes in my life.
After receiving a BA in Art from Rutgers
University, I continued studies at the
School of Visual Arts in NYC, and at workshops, including a short but enlightening
one with Henry Hensche in Provincetown, MA. While working in graphic arts, including my own small business, and raising a family, I have continued to draw and paint on my own. I was honored to receive a Best in Show
Award and Solo Exhibition from a Bergen County show in 2010, which has encouraged me
greatly along this path. I am also very happy to have discovered online communities, which
make me feel more connected to the art world and to other people who care deeply about
making art. This has inspired me to paint more regularly, putting me back in touch with that
thread that runs through the deepest part of me. Thank you for visiting and allowing me to
share some of the work created on this journey.
My work is loosely rendered and naturalistic in approach with a strong focus on the effects of
light on color and the living form. On the intersection of light, life, and artistic medium. I see
each painting as an exploration, a process that takes me beyond myself to a sometimes surprising result. Visible brushstrokes come together into something real. The process becomes
the most important thing, and the end result is a product of that intuitive process. I find nothing compares with the joy of bringing a new image to life from a blank canvas.

Tyler Nunnally-Duck
Tyler Nunnally-Duck, Photographr
Native of a small Kansas town, Tyler relocated to the east coast to pursue a graduate degree.
She’s been here ever since, staying mostly for the beaches. When she’s not teaching high
school math, she considers herself a “student of life”—constantly exploring, learning, and trying to perfect her craft. It’s easy to take pictures, but it’s nothing short of a hustle to cultivate
a company while taking care of a family and an existing career.
The world is relentless; our everyday lives can be battered by stress, discomfort, and anxiety.
Tyler aims to bring the peace and tranquility she feels when she captures a stunning photo to
you and your home. This way, the chaos of the world stops for just a moment, thanks to T
Photos.

Phyllis Wilkinson
Kiln-formed glass is the process of layering separate pieces of glass, firing it in a kiln until the
pieces are fused as one.
“I like to explore and create designs that force
one to see the intense color and textures of
glass. Inspiration comes from nature, and just
about everything I see. Transforming these ideas into glass is exciting and challenging. Glass sometimes undergoes
changes in the kiln, which offers the element of surprise.
These glass pieces are hand-crafted, unique designs. They are created using a variety of brilliantly colored glass, transparent, opaque, or textured
glass.
Some designs are enhanced with copper, wire, various metals, gold and
silver leaf. Each piece is unique and one of a kind.
Phyllis studied art, primarily, in New York City and learned glass fusing
techniques from a glass artist in Great Britain.
Phyllis has exhibited work in Euphemia
Gallery, Spring Lake, NJ. She has also exhibited in Red Bank, East Brunswick, Metuchen, Chester, and has participated each
year in the BarronFest Fall Festival in
Woodbridge.

