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“Ten Towns…
One Community”

Mayor McCormac Reports:
Woodbridge Township 2021
Editor’s Note: Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Annual State-of-the-Township
Address was pre-recorded remotely from the TV-35 Studio at Town Hall and presented
to the public via social media.
We are very proud of the way
Woodbridge residents and businesses
responded to the drastic impact that
COVID-19 had on all aspects of our
community.
We cannot thank our First
Responders enough as they faced
additional challenges and risks every
time they answered a call for help.
Our nationally-accredited Woodbridge
Police Department (WPD) handled
every call for service flawlessly. Our
fire departments and first aid squads
teamed up with the WPD to form the
best trio of public safety agencies in the
state. Our Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) volunteers
chipped in and Township doctors,
nurses, medical professionals and
support staff faced similar challenges
with every person they treated.
We appreciate them all.
Our Township Department of
Health and Human Services stepped
up brilliantly this past year. Director
Dennis Green, Chief Health Inspector
Phil Bujalski and the nurses and
professional staff members worked
tirelessly around the clock. Their
expertise and experience helped us
manage the crisis in ways you cannot
imagine. They were a source of
comfort and professional guidance for
the thousands of people infected with
Coronavirus and they coordinated
information from federal, state and
county health agencies for distribution

Mayor McCormac presented the Virtual 2021
State-of-the-Township address from the media
stage at the Avenel Performing Arts Center
(APAC).
to our residents.
There’s a reason why the State of
New Jersey called on Woodbridge
Township to help in the vaccine
distribution – our first responders
are simply that good.
Perhaps the most significant
government news of 2020 – not
withstanding the daily COVID-19
updates – was the overwhelming
passage of a school referendum just
days before the vote would have been
postponed because of the pandemic.
Work is now underway on many of the
school improvement projects.
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LGBTQ+ Pride Awareness
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Architects and engineers are
working on the major expansions of
Lafayette Estates School 25 in Fords
and Matthew Jago School 28 in
Sewaren, and the consolidation of
buildings at Kennedy Park School 24
in Iselin and Lynn Crest School 22 in
Continued on page 7
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Meet the Municipal Council
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ELECTED OFFICIALS
Mayor:
John E. McCormac

Municipal Council:
Council President:
Brian Small, At-Large
Council Vice-President:
Howie Bauer, Second Ward

(L-R) Councilwoman Nancy Drumm (First Ward); Councilman Cory Spillar (Third Ward);
Councilwoman Debbie Meehan (Fifth Ward); Councilman Virbhadra N. Patel (4th Ward),
Council Vice President Howie Bauer (Second Ward); Council President Brian F. Small (AtLarge); Councilwoman Lizbeth DeJesus (At-Large); Councilman Kyle Anderson (At-Large) and
Councilman Greg Ficarra (At-Large).
Municipal Clerk John Mitch
administers the Oath-of-Office
to Councilman Brian F. Small
as the Municipal Council
President for 2021. Standing
with Council President Small
are daughter Brielle, son Brian
Jr., son Kyle, son-in-law Joe
Scarano, daughter Amanda
Scarano and granddaughter
Jordan.

Councilman Howie Bauer
stands for the Oath-of-Office
as Council Vice President for
the 2021 Municipal Council.
Councilman Bauer is
accompanied by wife Ingrid
and daughter Emily.
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Nancy Bader-Drumm, First Ward
Virbhadra N. Patel, Fourth Ward
Gregg M. Ficarra, At-Large
Cory Spillar, Third Ward
Debbie Meehan, Fifth Ward
Kyle Anderson, At-Large
Lizbeth DeJesus, At-Large

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
All Numbers Area Code 732
Town Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 634-4500
Mayor’s Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 602-6015
Woodbridge Police
Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 634-7700
Municipal Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . 602-6007
Municipal Prosecutor . . . . . . . . 634-4500
Municipal Court . . . . . . . . . . . . 636-6430
Office of Emergency
Management. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 602-7361
Tax Collector . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 602-6010
Tax Assessor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 602-6002
Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 602-6047
Building Department . . . . . . . . 602-6003
Housing Department . . . . . . . . 602-6009
Woodbridge Public Library . . . 634-4450
Barron Arts Center . . . . . . . . . 634-0413
Health Department . . . . . . . . . 855-0600
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 738-1311
Parks & Recreation . . . . . . . . . . 596-4048
TV-35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 602-6079
Woodbridge Community
Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596-4170
The Club at Woodbridge . . . . 634-5000
Avenel Performing
Arts Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 314-0500
Curtains Restaurant at APAC . 554-1960
Evergreen Senior Center . . . . .726-6261
Sycamore Senior Center . . . . . 726-7087
Five Branches Senior Center. . 726-6276
Hickory Senior Center . . . . . . . 726-6285
Cypress Recreation Center . . . 596-4116
Senior Transportation
(STOW) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 726-2394
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Council News
Report from the Municipal Clerk’s Office
Need to Update or Change Your Election Records? Here’s How!
By John Mitch, Municipal Clerk
Voting is one of the most significant public
responsibilities – and rights – that we as citizens possess.
It has come to our attention that in attempting to vote
during the last election, many registered voters learned
that there were some issues with their election records on
file at either the Board of Elections or the Middlesex
County Clerk’s Office.
Issues voters encountered involved name change(s),
change of address, change of signature, etc. If any of
these scenarios apply to you, now is the time to make the
necessary changes so that they are corrected before the
2021 General Election on November 2.
If you are not registered, but wish to do so, or are
looking to change your name, change your address,
update your signature, change your party affiliation or
want to switch to vote by mail, you should file a Voter
Registration Application with the Board of Elections as
soon as possible.
You may also request to opt-out from receiving a mail-in
ballot if you were previously registered to take
advantage of this option by contacting the Municipal
Clerk’s Office. If you need to make any changes to your
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voting registration, you can begin the process by
contacting the Woodbridge Township Municipal Clerk’s
Office at 732-602-6007 or you can visit the Woodbridge
Township website at www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us.

2021 Election Guide
Woodbridge has Five Election Wards, 75
Voting Districts and 32 Polling Locations.
Oct. 12, 2021: Last day to register (if not a
registered voter) to vote in
the November General
election
Oct. 26, 2021: Last day County Clerk can
receive Mail-In Ballot
request for the General
Election
Nov. 2, 2021:

General Election
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Council News
COUNCIL ON THE MOVE
Council President Small Touts Cypress Recreation Center
Council President Brian Small participated in the Grand Opening and RibbonCutting of the new Cypress Recreation Center in Port Reading. The complex
includes a state-of-the-art level playing field and fully accessible sport and
playground facilities specially designed for children with disabilities, as well as
everyone else. The complex also offers pickleball and volleyball courts.

Council Vice President Howie Bauer Promotes an Even Better Hopelawn
Council Vice President Howie Bauer continues to advance quality-of-life
improvements throughout the Hopelawn community with the opening of the
SuperFresh Supermarket and the installation of a new traffic signal and pedestrian
crossing at New Brunswick and Pennsylvania Avenues.
The new traffic system will ease the backups created on New Brunswick
Avenue that extend past Crows Mill Road and the entrance to Route 9 and the
Garden State Parkway ramps. The traffic control project is long overdue and will include new traffic and
pedestrian crossing signals and the milling, resurfacing and striping of the roadway intersection and crosswalks.

Councilwoman Drumm Advances “Buy Local” Businesses
Councilwoman Nancy Drumm and the Woodbridge Metro Chamber of
Commerce engaged the small business community to identify resources and support
services available to small businesses via the federal and state CARES Act program(s).
As a result, far fewer Woodbridge “Buy Local” businesses were adversely
impacted during the pandemic and remained open. Download the Woodbridge
NOW APP to learn more about the Buy Local opportunities. You can also visit the
Township web page: www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us or the Woodbridge Metro Chamber of Commerce web page:
www.woodbridgechamber.com.

Councilman Cory Spillar Updates Community on Cable Contract
As Council representative to the Cable Commission, Councilman Cory Spillar
reports that the Board of Public Utilities approved the relicensing of Comcast as the
sole cable franchise offering service to Woodbridge Township. As part of the
mandated review and evaluation of Comcast’s relicense application, the
Woodbridge Cable Commission invited every cable provider in the state to offer
service, but no cable company expressed an interest in operating in the town.
Verizon FIOS had originally stated an intention to provide service to Woodbridge but subsequently
withdrew any plan to offer cable service to Township households. It is important to report that the Cable
Commission has no say in pricing, programing, network speeds or internet.

Back-to-School with Council Vice-President Lizbeth DeJesus
Council Vice-President Lizbeth DeJesus spearheads the annual Back-to-School
backpack program that provides much-needed school supplies to Township
elementary school students. The Keasbey Back-to-School block party, scheduled for
Sun., Aug. 29 at the Clinton Avenue Park in Keasbey, will host a concert, pop-up
library and a medical services clinic.
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Council News
Councilwoman Debbie Meehan Reports
on “Have-A-Heart” Food Drive
It goes without saying that the past year was perhaps the most challenging year
in Township history as nearly every resident and business was impacted in some
way by the pandemic. Councilwoman Debbie Meehan was “Front & Center” for
the annual Have-A-Heart food drive that collected more than $186,300 and more
than 15,000 pounds of food for We Feed Woodbridge. The Have-A-Heart food
drive challenges Woodbridge Township corporations, businesses, food service outlets, the hospitality industry, schools
and residents to donate 214 pounds of food or contribute $214 to assist the Township food pantries.
Thank you to all who contributed to the most successful Have-A-Heart food drive ever!

Councilman Gregg Ficarra & Woodbridge Earn
New Jersey Healthy Town Award
As the Township’s Health & Wellness advocate, Councilman Gregg
Ficarra announced that the New Jersey Health Care Quality Institute named
Woodbridge as a New Jersey Healthy Town for 2020.
The Mayor's Wellness Team emphasized physical and mental wellness by
offering a variety of community programs while following all COVID-19
safety protocols. Health and wellness events included the opening of the Middlesex County Greenway at the
E. William Street entrance; the running of the annual Crossroads of New Jersey 5K race and the Pizza Run; biking
with the Tour de Woodbridge; exercise programming hosted by TV-35 and virtual workout sessions sponsored
by the WCC and The Club at Woodbridge.

Councilman Kyle Anderson Hosts Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Memorial Service
Each year, Councilman Kyle Anderson hosts the Woodbridge
Township Interfaith Clergy Council Remembrance Program honoring the
memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his legacy to America and
Woodbridge Township.
This year, the COVID-19 pandemic prevented the community from
gathering to celebrate Dr. King’s birthday as a day of remembrance, celebration,
education and inspiration. However, The Dream continued via a virtual ceremony hosted by Councilman
Anderson. Visit the Township web page at www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us to view the virtual service.

Councilman Viru Patel Advocates Oak Tree Road
Shopping District
Councilman Viru Patel has accepted the mission to advocate for the world-famous
Oak Tree Road shopping district and the many unique shopping experiences that can
only be found on Oak Tree Road in Iselin.
The renowned Oak Tree Road merchants offer unique merchandise, clothing,
jewelry, the best Asian-Indian cuisine and dining and a complete shopping experience
that can only be found in the Iselin shopping district. Councilman Patel encourages
residents and visitors to take advantage of the incredible shopping and to experience
the true Oak Tree Road Asian-Indian experience.
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Woodbridge Township 2021
Colonia. School security is being
ramped-up at every facility in the
district and technology
advancements continue to keep our
children at the forefront of online
learning. The biggest part of the
referendum is construction of
a brand new School 4/5 on Rahway
Avenue next to the former
Woodbridge Developmental Center
property.
These school projects resulted
from the Township’s successful
purchase of 54 acres of state property
at the former Woodbridge
Developmental Center for $5 million
and the purchase of nine acres of
adjoining property from Conrail for
$2 million. The Morris Companies
emerged from 16 proposers to be
the selected redeveloper of the site,
paying the Township $51 million
in cash for the 63 acres that the
Township paid $7 million for.
Additionally, the developer donated
six acres of adjoining property
(Premiere Die Casting site) for school
4/5, which was worth another $10
million. When all the numbers are
put together, the $87 million cost
attached to the 2020 referendum
projects will be entirely paid by the
new warehouse on the site between
the profit on the sale of the land and
the $2 million annual Payment In
Lieu Of Taxes ( PILOT). There will be
no expense for township taxpayers.
Outside of the school referendum,
a main emphasis of township
government in 2021 was undertaking
an analysis of every aspect of
governmental operations to be sure
we are free of discrimination or bias,
including gender, ethnicity, race,
sexual orientation, disability or any
other category.

Continued from page 1

We engaged Mercury LLC, a
nationally-recognized, bi-partisan
public strategy firm, to undertake a
“top-to-bottom” poll of township
residents from all walks of life. The
township administration heard from
and listened to residents, including
the young adults in the Woodbridge
Youth for Liberation and Equity
(WYLE) group who brought many
issues of concern to our attention.
We reactivated the Woodbridge
Township Human Rights
Commission, which began its work
by hosting public meetings with
briefings from the WPD, Health
Department and Addiction Services
Division, along with other
community stakeholders.
We continue to focus on economic
development, as we have for the last
14 years, knowing that warehouses,
power plants and downtown luxury
housing projects provide the funding
to allow us to keep investing in
school and municipal infrastructure.
Warehouses are the perfect
neighbors, usually located on the
outskirts of town with easy access
away from residential areas. The
ground on which they are built in
many cases was contaminated and
requires very little in municipal
services. Three new warehouses
opened in 2020 and another 10 will
open in the next two years. Our two
power plants will soon be joined by a
third as Competitive Power Ventures
is now obtaining approvals for a new
plant next to its existing one. Like
warehouses, these power plants
require little municipal investment
up front or annually. Neither put any
additional burden on our schools.
Our downtown redevelopment
projects are moving ahead. The
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Prism project at the old Riffy’s site is
targeting this fall for their opening
and projects at the former Hess site,
the former strip mall right across
from Town Hall and the former Stern
Tower site have all begun construction.
We are on-track to revitalize the
buildings at the corner of Main Street
and Amboy Avenue as a brand new
retail site is being built that will rival
the best buildings on Main Street.
Here are the facts for those who
are under the false perception that
these projects produce little or no
taxes. The Stern Towers produced
no taxes but now will pay $23 million
over 30 years. The vacant land at
Hess, with just solar panels,
produced minimal taxes and now
will produce $48 million over the
same period. The strip mall across
from Town Hall will produce more
than $1 million a year instead of the
$136,000 we collected last year.
Additionally, we secured $4.5
million in funding from Middlesex
County to purchase the former
Captain Hook Marina and adjoining
abandoned marina properties in
Sewaren where we plan to open a
full-service marina, restaurant and
public amenities, including a brand
new and larger dog park.
We are continuing our
commitment to our senior citizens
with the establishment of the
Department of Senior Services
separate from the Health Department
under the leadership of Michele
Morgan.
Continued on page 10
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Mayor’s Pages

From the Mayor’s Desk…
Mayor’s Summer Concert Series Ready to Rock
The Mayor’s Summer Concert Series is back with
more concerts, more bands and more entertainment (if
that could be possible.)
With the COVID-19 protocols on outdoor crowd limits
lifted, it’s time for “Staycation” in Woodbridge.
This summer, all concerts are being performed from
the stage at the Woodbridge High School field with the
headline performers taking the stage at 7:30 p.m. (except
for Country Sunday, which is set to take the stage at
7 p.m.).
Don’t miss the always-incredible Doo Wop Golden
Oldies Mondays, as well as Tribute Band Tuesdays with
Top Performers. Enjoy the sounds of eclectic Woodbridge
Wednesdays. Rock with the best Local Band Thursdays
musicians and round out the week on Sunday with the
biggest Country-Western bands in the area.
So bring a lawn chair and enjoy the free concerts with
family and friends! The cost of admission to the Mayor’s
Summer Concert series is a can, or two, or three of nonperishable food for the We Feed Woodbridge food bank.

Go to the WB News centerfold pages for the full Mayor’s
Summer concert line-up or visit the Township web page
at www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us.

Mayor McCormac Capitalizes on Grants to Launch
Innovative Programs
The Township Administration secured more than $23
million in grant funding from federal, state, county and
corporate grant programs in the SFY 2020-2021 budget
cycle - funding that will bolster many Township
initiatives, programs and events.
One of the more significant awards was a $1.25 million
grant sponsored by Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th Dist.) that
will be used to construct much-needed pedestrian
sidewalks along Magnolia Road, a heavily traveled area
near MetroPark.

Hungarian Club building on Port Reading Avenue as the
new home for the Acacia Youth Center; $2.2 million from
the New Jersey Department of Education to help bridge
the digital divide and provide students with access to
technology as part of the district’s virtual learning
program; $2.5 million to support sustainability initiatives;
$824,500 in grants for the Woodbridge Township
Addiction Services and Road to Hope programs; and
more than $13 million in grants to equip first responders,

Grant funds include $1 million from the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs to renovate the former

essential employees and the Health Department with

8

THE WOODBRIDGE NEWS. • S u m m e r 2021

safety tools to battle the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mayor’s Pages
Zuckerberg Institute Partners with
WB High School Business Students
The Zuckerberg
Institute and Woodbridge
Township are creating an
Woodbridge Township’s
Buy Local businesses and
schools - Colonia, John F.
Kennedy and

The Woodbridge News

c/o Town Hall

Students have been
selected from each of the
three schools to make up the

Gem Limo, Strawberry’s Pub and

Zuckerberg-Woodbridge Township

Pizza, Olivia’s Catering and Dining,

Post Pandemic Task Force, led by

Knot Just Bagels and the European

Chief of Staff Caroline Ehrlich and

School of Dance.
These businesses will look to
address real world issues and
implement sustainable practices

Pandemic Task Force will engage

through entrepreneurship and digital

Buy Local small businesses in

media platforms. The Zuckerberg

Woodbridge impacted by the

Institute will serve as a mentor to the

pandemic. Woodbridge minority

students and emphasize building

and female-owned businesses

skills in communications, leadership,

participating in the program include

problem solving and teamwork.

W

Woodbridge.

Through this initiative, the Post

s

oodbrid

the town’s three high

Zuckerberg Institute.

hear from
you…
Send us your
pictures or stories
for our nextgissue!
e New

amazing opportunity for

Michael Littig, co-founder of the

We want to

1 Main Street
Woodbridge, NJ 07095
wbmayor@twp.woodbridge.nj.us

Mayor Mac Sponsors
2021 Holiday
Shopping Spree Raffle
Raise Money For Your
Group or Organization

STUDENT LEADERS:
Colonia High School:
Jasleen Dhaliwal, Madison Ferreira and Brandon Ribeiro
John F. Kennedy Memorial High School:
Himit Shah, Dhruv Patel, Krish B Patel and Anuj Patel
Woodbridge High School:
Shakeel Guerrier, Angela Montauban, Meaghan Motz, Michael
Nycz, Nathaniel Elson, Isabel Reyes and Taylor Deliman
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Mayor’s Pages
Save The Date

Woodbridge Township 2021

Hispanic Heritage
Cultural Festival

Our senior centers provide
entertainment opportunities for our
senior citizens. We are opening the
Maple Tree Senior Center at the
Avenel Knights of Columbus and the
Oak Tree Senior Center at the Iselin
Knights of Columbus.

September 18

We are investigating another
possible senior housing site like
Maple Tree, Dalina and Reinhard
Manor’s and the Red Oak complex
for seniors who can no longer
maintain a home but want to stay in
town near their families. Having all
of our services coordinated under
one roof will ensure that our seniors
will have a better Quality-of-Life
because of everything we have to
offer here in Woodbridge.
In summary, at the mid-point of
2021, we are pleased to report that
the State of Woodbridge Township is

Continued from page 7

outstanding because of the hard work
of dedicated municipal employees.
It’s because of our faith-based, civic
and community group leaders and
volunteers. It’s because of our
businesses and employees. It’s because
of our elected officials and those who
serve on our various Boards. It’s
because of our residents who are
proud to call Woodbridge home.
We succeed because the people
of Woodbridge care about their
families, their community and those
in need. When ALL of our people
with ALL of your talents and ALL of
your dedication and commitment
and ALL of your compassion come
together and work together as a team
– the result is Woodbridge Township
– truly THE BEST TOWN AROUND.

Mayor Mac’s Favorite Social Media
For the absolute latest Township news, events and programs, visit the
Township web page at www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us.
Sign-up to receive the Woodbridge E-News - your direct link to all
of the news, upcoming events, programs and happenings underway in
Woodbridge Township. You can receive our weekly WB E-News at
https://www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us/list.aspx.

Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin,
Mayor McCormac and Municipal
Council present $10,000 check to
assist We Feed Woodbridge during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mayor Mac is busy on Facebook, Instagram, & Twitter.

Check out:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MayorJohnMcCormac.
Twitter: @woodbridgenj
Instagram: @MayorJohnEMcCormac
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Business News
Mayor’s Office Targets Economic
Development
The Mayor’s Office and the
Woodbridge Economic Development
Corporation (WEDCO) are
establishing long-term economic
development strategies and business
incentives. They are working with
corporations and the commercial
industry, the retail sector and local
businesses to encourage planned and
well-thought-out growth throughout
the Township. As a result, several
significant development projects –
demonstrating that corporations and
businesses view Woodbridge as a
sound investment – are operational
or actively under construction.
In partnership with WEDCO, the
Woodbridge Redevelopment Agency,
the Department of Planning &

Woodbridge Boasts
a Solid Credit &
Bond Rating
The Woodbridge economy stands
on sound footing with Standard &
Poor’s assigning the municipality a
AA+/Stable Long-Term Financial
Rating.
In issuing the 2020 Credit Profile
Report, S&P noted “the General
Obligation rating reflects the
Township’s very strong management
policies and practices resulting in
consistent strong budgetary
performance and a $7.7 million
increase in budgetary flexibility over
the past two years.

Development and the Woodbridge
Planning and Zoning Boards, the
Mayor’s Office continues to connect
with international corporations and
corporate headquarters, commercial
enterprises, businesses and retail
outlets looking to move to town.

“Further supporting the
affirmation is the unique credit factor
of the high-level of payments-in-lieu of
taxes (PILOTS) that the township
receives, which enables it to pay
down debt quicker than state law
requires.”

The combined partnership
provides a detailed map of
opportunities available to the
corporate, industrial and business
community.

Additionally, the S&P reported
that the AA+/Stable rating reflects
the Township’s strong economy with
access to a broad and diverse
metropolitan area, very strong
management with strong financial
policies and practices and strong
budgetary performance.

Woodbridge Metro Chamber of
Commerce: Your First Step to Succeess
The Woodbridge Metro Chamber of
Commerce (WMCC) serves as the first stop
for Buy Local businesses looking to open in
Woodbridge Township. Whether you own a
new business locating in Woodbridge or an existing business seeking to
increase visibility and opportunity, the WMCC will be your best friend.

As a result of the excellent
financial rating, many international,
national, regional and local
corporations and businesses are eager
to relocate to Woodbridge.

Contact the Chamber at 732-636-4040 or visit the web at:
www.woodbridgechamber.com.
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Business News
COMING SOON: Downtown Woodbridge Undergos
Strickland Steak
a Renaissance
House & LeGrand
Downtown Woodbridge is
Coffee House
hosting several well-planned and
The renovation of the former
Woodbridge National Bank building
into the future home of Strickland
Steakhouse – a premier, upscale, yet
casual, steak house in the heart of the
Main Street business district. It stands
as the centerpiece of the Main Street
Renaissance.
Joining the Strickland Steakhouse is
the future home of the Eric LeGrand
Coffee House & Café which will
occupy 1,800 square feet of retail
space at the Avenue & Green project
located next to the Woodbridge train
station. Strickland Steak House and
the LeGrand Coffee House & Café
will not only serve as the catalyst for
new businesses to locate to Main
Street, but will add substantial tax
ratables to the Township as the
economic upswing continues to grow
in downtown Woodbridge.

well-designed projects that take
advantage of the Transit Village
model that has successfully
transformed aging downtown
communities throughout central
New Jersey.
The Woodbridge Renaissance
will inject a new vibrancy into the
Main Street business district and
surrounding residential community
with new retail opportunities,
upscale dining and metropolitan
shopping, along with a selection of
premier affordable housing.

Mill Creek Modera
The Mill Creek Modera
Woodbridge project, located at the
former strip mall across from Town
Hall at 10 Main Street, is designed as
a mixed-use community that will
offer more than 6,000 square feet of
retail space within walking distance
of the NJT Train Station. The project
includes a multi-level off-street
parking deck and is projected to pay
more than $1 million a year in tax
revenue when completed. (NOTE:
The former strip mall produced only
$136,000 in annual tax assessments.)
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Avenue & Green
The Avenue & Green development represents a mixed-use transitoriented project located at the former
Rug’s & Riffy’s site along Rahway
Avenue and Green Street, adjacent to
the NJT Train Station. With more
than 12,000 square feet of street-level
retail space and covered on-site
parking, Avenue & Green is already
attracting new commerce and retail
opportunities that will support the
downtown Buy Local business
community. Slated for completion
later this year, the project will
generate more than $30 million in tax
revenue over 30 years.

Hess-Russo Main Street
Work is underway at the 21-acre
former landmark Hess property site
on upper Main Street, to include
14,100 square feet of restaurant and
retail space, 840 parking spaces and
luxury residential housing. When
fully completed in late 2022, the
Vermella at Woodbridge property
will pay more than $48 million to the
Township over 30 years.
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Business News
Meet the Colonia Business Community
The Colonia Business Community (CBC)
represents Buy Local businesses, providing
exceptional retail shopping and professional
services to the Colonia community and
visitors. The commitment of the CBC is to
pursue excellence, integrity, trust, ethical behavior, quality, communication,
business growth, customer commitment and community service.
Visit www.coloniabusinesscommunity.com to learn more about the CBC,
as you explore all that Colonia has to offer.

Welcome the Fords
Business Community
The Fords Business Community (FBC) where excellent products, services and
community support come together - is an
alliance of businesses dedicated to working
together to improve the Fords, Hopelawn and
Keasbey business communities. The FBC recently hosted its annual
“Crusin’ Fords” auto showcase. Mark your calendar to attend the
August 2 and November 1 Cruise Nights.

WOODBRIDGE
NOW APP:
It’s Everything
Woodbridge
Planning to buy local? Looking to
find what’s happening in Town?
Download the all-new
WOODBRIDGE NOW APP
for all of the best shopping deals,
rewards and specials. The
WOODBRIDGE NOW APP
is free; stay connected with just
one touch.
Visit: www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us
Search: WOODBRIDGE NOW
in the APP Stores

Learn more about the FBC by visiting their Facebook page at:
FordsBusinessCommunityNJ.

Now Serving: Mayor Mac’s Café at Cypress
Mayor Mac’s Café at the Cypress
Recreation Center will reopen for
business this coming September.
The welcoming Café staff –
outfitted in blue Mayor Mac aprons –

are students from the RISE Program
(Reaching Individual Student
Excellence). The special needs
students proudly service the café as
hosts, cooks, waiters and waitresses
and clean-up staff – all while
receiving job training and
workplace preparation in
the restaurant and food
service industry. The Café
and staffing was made
possible through a $45,000
grant from the Kessler
Foundation.
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Business News
Business Round-Up

SuperFresh

Pino’s Pizza & Restaurant

Ice Cream Emergency

SuperFresh grocery market opened its
doors at 101 New Brunswick Ave. (the
former Pathmark Shopping Center) on
Friday July 31, 2020, adding another world
class grocery store shopping option.

Pino’s Pizza & Restaurant, a Woodbridge
Township staple serving the finest Italian
cuisine, celebrated its grand re-opening of its
new location at 280 Woodbridge Ave. and
complete store remodel.

Ice Cream Emergency began its
mission of saving lives “One Scoop at
a Time” on July 15, 2020 by bringing
residents mobile ice cream in their
whimsical rescue vehicle.

Feed Ya Soul

Lokal Coffee & Co.

Feed Ya Soul, a family owned SouthernStyled restaurant with a passion for
bringing “Good Food & Good
Conversation” around fresh meals. It is
located at 1020 Rahway Ave., Avenel.

Lokal Coffee & Co. is now serving a
fresh blend of hot or iced coffee
accompanied by breakfast pastries, lunch
salads & sandwiches at The Grande at
Metropark, 3 Ronson Road, Iselin.

Fyzical Therapy & Balance
of Colonia

Kali Kouture

Jon Smith Subs

Kim’s Royal Cuts

Kali Kouture became Woodbridge’s
premiere shop for the latest fashion
trends while giving back to the community
with “Project Prom,” now open at 378
Amboy Ave., Woodbridge Township.

Jon Smith Subs provides Woodbridge
Township residents with the “Thrill of
the Grill,” celebrating its opening at 322
Inman Ave., Colonia.

Kim’s Royal Cuts is a family-friendly fullservice barbershop & salon that opened
its doors at 219 Avenel Street, Avenel.
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Fyzical Therapy & Balance of Colonia
provides orthopedic therapy and balance
training to treat a wide range of conditions.
Located at 498 Inman Ave., Colonia.
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Business News

Chase Bank

Margaritas Mexican Restaurant

Popeye’s Louisiana Kitchen

Chase Bank – a national bank with a
broad range of financial services opened its third branch in Woodbridge
at 576 Inman Ave., Colonia.

Margaritas Mexican Restaurant is now
serving a spicy blend of Mexican styled
foods like fajitas and tacos at 53 Route 1
South, Menlo Park Terrace.

Popeye’s Louisiana Kitchen, one of the
largest nationally recognized restaurants
known for Cajun spice and New Orleansstyle fried chicken, opened at
899 St. Georges Ave., Woodbridge.

The UPS Store #7352

Farmers Insurance Agency

Main Street Barber Shop

The UPS Store #7352 offers residents
professional packing, shipping and
printing services at 1195 Green St.,
Iselin.

Farmers Insurance Agency, a leader in
delivering peace of mind, opened at 367
Berry St., Woodbridge.

Main Street Barber Shop has served
Woodbridge Township for over 20 years
with family-friendly haircuts, beard trims,
and more, moved a few doors down to
114A Main Street.

James N. Albani, D.M.D.
Practice Limited to Periodontics
Implant Dentistry and Bone Regeneration
State-of-the-Art CAT Scan Imaging on Premises

732-562-9600

Centre for
www.albaniperio.com
Excellence in
Periodontics 15 Prospect Lane • Colonia (off Rt. 27)
Dental
Now Open in Woodbridge Township!
Implants —
Practicing in Woodbridge Township for over 20 years.
CAT Imaging
Permanent
19 Wills Way • Piscataway, NJ
Dentures
Lic # 14624 Specialty #3473
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Greenable Woodbridge
Greenable Woodbridge
Partners with Energy
Agencies to Assist
Residents
PSE&G recently launched a new
Home Performance with Energy Star
Program which is available to PSE&G
residential customers that receive
both electric and gas service from
PSE&G.
Home Performance with
ENERGY STAR® is designed to
transform how energy efficiency
services are delivered to existing
1-4 family homes and low-rise multifamily buildings. Home Performance
with ENERGY STAR offers "whole
house” solutions to reduce energy
costs and the carbon footprint.
Installing energy efficient
upgrades in the home can save up
to 30 percent on energy costs and
increase the comfort, safety and
durability of the home. Interested
in participating in the Home
Performance with ENERGY STAR
program? Call 1-855-846-2895 or
visit the
Greenable
Woodbridge
page on the
Township’s
website.

Woodbridge Named Sustainable Jersey™
Silver-Level Champion
Woodbridge Township achieved
the 2020 Sustainable Jersey™ SilverLevel Recertification and
Sustainability Champion Award
for large-size municipalities for the
11th year.
Sustainable Jersey provides
resources which allow the township
to continue to lead the state in
sustainable and green initiatives. In
the quest for the 11th championship
award, Woodbridge Township
competed against 457 participating
municipalities. That included 219
Sustainable Jersey certified
municipalities and 64 silver-level
certified towns, in the Sustainable
Jersey competition earning
sustainable points with 112 actions
in 18 separate categories – scoring a
record 1,240 points which surpassed
the 2019 score by 50 points.

Greenable Woodbridge continued
to advance many more sustainable
initiatives and programs that better
manage the ways the Township uses
energy and other natural resources at
work and home.

New Jersey Comfort Partners Program
The free New Jersey Comfort
Partners Program helps incomeeligible customers reduce their utility
bills through implementing cost
effective measures that save energy
and money while improving home
safety and comfort at no cost. The
Comfort Partners Program takes a

comprehensive approach to energy
savings, focusing on efficiency,
building performance and health
and safety issues.
Call 1-800-915-8309 or visit the
Greenable Woodbridge page on the
Township’s website for more
information.

Elizabethtown Gas Offers Home Weatherization for
Income-Qualified Customers
Weatherizing your home can help
reduce energy usage and lower
monthly energy bills. In addition
to energy conservation tips,
Elizabethtown Gas Energy Efficiency
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offers free home weatherization for
income-qualified customers. That
includes a free energy assessment
and completion of measures to make
the home more energy efficient.

For more information, visit
https://www.elizabethtowngas.com.
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Greenable Woodbridge
Welcome to Woodbridge Bike Share
The Township just completed
construction of three bike share
stations located at the Tanzman
Recreation Area across from the
NJT Train Station in downtown
Woodbridge, Captain Carlsen Park
in Sewaren and at the East William
Street Park in Fords.
The Woodbridge Bike Share

E. William Park

program is free. The bike renter just
needs to enter valid credit/debit card
information into the Movatic App –
and return the bike to the station
rack damage-free within 12 hours.
Twenty bikes and secure racks have
been installed with funding awarded
by Sustainable Jersey and
sponsorship contributions from

Bayshore Recycling. The bikes at E.
William Street must be returned to
the rack at that park, but the bikes
at Tanzman and Ferry Street are
interchangeable and can be returned
at either location.

Ferry Street

Tanzman Recreational Area

Use the bikes for recreation,
commute to work or take them to
go shopping downtown!

Greenable Woodbridge & Biking:
Perfect Together
Bicycling is fast becoming the transportation of choice for urban centers
throughout Central New Jersey and Greenable Woodbridge is pedaling on the
fast track with initiatives that support bike mobility.
Inter-connected bike travel lanes remove barriers to mobility and increase
the safety and comfort of pedestrians and cyclists, broaden travel options for
non-drivers, reduce automobile traffic and increases recreational activity. In
addition, biking is an affordable way of incorporating physical activity into
daily routines while improving the overall wellness of the Woodbridge
Township community.
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Greenable Woodbridge
Woodbridge Earns 25% Reduction in Homeowner
Flood Insurance Premiums
Mayor John E. McCormac reports
that Woodbridge Township’s
successful application to the National
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)
Community Rating System (CRS)
resulted in the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)
approving a 25 percent discount in
the premium cost of flood insurance
for NFIP policies issued or renewed
in Special Flood Hazard areas on or
after October 1, 2020.
The reduction in homeowner
flood insurance rates resulted from
the aggressive efforts undertaken by
Township Engineer Michael Gelin

and Floodplain Manager Thomas
Flynn to address flood zone
management, restoration and
community outreach.
Residents in Special Flood Hazard
areas considered high risk will see
hundreds of dollars in savings on the
cost of their annual flood insurance
policy; residents located in the
moderate risk areas will also benefit
financially, with a 10% discount in
flood insurance. FEMA has estimated
that nationwide only about seven
percent of eligible NFIP communities
gain entry to the CRS program.

FEMA presents Woodbridge Township with the 2020 CRS
Recertification Award. (l-tr) Scott Duell, FEMA Region II Floodplain
Management and Insurance Branch Chief; Thomas Flynn,
Woodbridge Township Floodplain Manager and David Maurstad,
FEMA Deputy Associate for Insurance and Mitigation.

Know Your Flood Hazards
The Woodbridge Township Engineering Division, along
with the Department of Public Works and the Office of
Emergency Management, have initiated programs to assist
residents, property owners and local businesses prevent
continued recurring property losses due to storm-related
disasters.
The Township continues to explore initiatives that will aid
the community during a potential flood event. Woodbridge
has undertaken a variety of measures to help build a more
resilient community through floodplain management and
restoration, preparing and implementing monitoring activities
that address local flooding issues and addressing drainage
maintenance and storm-water management.
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Greenable Woodbridge
Mayor McCormac, First Lady Tammy Murphy & NJDEP
Officials Tour Blue Acres Ecological Restoration Area
Earth Day 2021 dawned bright
and sunny in the heart of the
Woodbridge Township Blue Acres
Ecological Preserve as First Lady
Tammy Murphy and New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection Commissioner Shawn
LaTourette joined Mayor John E.
McCormac and the Rutgers
Department of Natural Resources
on a tour of the former Woodbridge
Flood Zone.
In the aftermath of Superstorm
Sandy, the Watson-Crampton
neighborhood situated along the
Woodbridge River area was severely
flooded and deemed almost

unrecoverable.
In looking at all available
resources to reclaim the
neighborhood, Mayor McCormac
and the Township’s Office of
Emergency Management partnered
with the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection’s Blue
Acres Program.
As a result of years of work, the
Blue Acres initiative ultimately
purchased 166 severely damaged
homes at a cost of $39 million. The
buildings and infrastructure were
removed.The area is considered one
of the prime restoration projects in
the state.

Scenes from Blue Acres Ecological
Restoration Area

Woodbridge Hosts Earth Day/Arbor Festival
The Woodbridge Environmental Commission and
Greenable Woodbridge hosted the annual Earth Day/
Arbor Day festival on Sat., May 1 at Town Hall. Dozens of
environmental and sustainable businesses, organizations and
community associations presented green initiatives, educational
programs, fun activities and give-aways – all to the benefit of
the Greenable Woodbridge environment.
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Greenable Woodbridge
Rain Gardens Protect and Beautify Our Environment
The Woodbridge Green Team
partnered with the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension (RCE) Water
Resources Program to install the
13th rain garden in Woodbridge
Township. These uniquely
engineered green infrastructure
parcels reduce the impact of storm
water runoff while beautifying the
environment.
Rain gardens are constructed of
native shrubs, perennials and flowers
designed to serve as an alternative
to conventional sewer pipes that
temporarily hold and filter stormwater runoff that flows from roofs,
driveways, patios or lawns before it
reaches our waterways. With more
than 44 inches of rainfall in New
Jersey each year, 40 rain gardens in
Woodbridge Township – each
treating 1,000 square feet of
driveway or rooftop runoff – would
result in the recharge of more than
one million gallons of water per year.
Visit our rain gardens at these
locations: Town Hall, Woodbridge
Health Center, Woodbridge Main

Library, Fords Library, Iselin Library,
Henry Inman Library in Colonia,
Kennedy Park School #24, Fulton
Street Bridge and the newest

addition at Colonia High School.
Learn more about rain gardens:
https://www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us/
930/Green-Infrastructure

Woodbridge Farmers’ Market
Returns to Town Hall
The Woodbridge Farmers’ Market is back!
Shop the best “Jersey Fresh” market in Central Jersey every
Saturday from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. This season, the WB Farmers’ Market
has something old and new. There’s Alstede Farms offering ‘Jersey
Fresh’ produce, LeGrand Coffee House, D’Orsi Bakery, Verde
Harvest, Pickle Licious, Popcorn for the People, Sunflower
Meadows Seasoning, specialty market vendors and so much
more every single Saturday.
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Greenable Woodbridge
News from the Ernie Oros Wildlife Sanctuary

Green Links
Greenable Woodbridge is now
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
pages/GreenableWoodbridge/
183102700923?ref=nf.
Welcome to the Ernie Oros
Wildlife Sanctuary at the Pin Oak
Forest in Avenel. The conservation/
recreation area is dedicated to the
late Ernest L. “Ernie” Oros,
Assemblyman, Woodbridge
Township Municipal Councilman,

environmentalist, founder of the
Woodbridge River Watch and
preservationist of the Pin Oak Forest.
The Ernie Oros Wildlife Sanctuary
encompasses 99 acres of wetland
habitat, wooded area and open
space.

Visit Greenable Woodbridge at
www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us.
Join the Green Team or to
share your green ideas. E-mail:
wbgreen@twp.woodbridge.nj.us.

More than 100 Eco-Bio
Blitz teams patrolled the
Ernie Oros Wildlife
Preserve to identify
hundreds of species of
wildlife, flora and fauna.

Only Rain Down the Storm Drain
Woodbridge Named
a Tree City USA
Community
Woodbridge Township was
named a 2020 Tree City USA
Community by the National Arbor
Day Foundation for the 27th
consecutive year. The Tree City
USA program recognizes
communities that effectively manage
their tree resources and encourage
sound forestry standards. This year,
the Environmental Commission
planted a flowering Dogwood tree
on Town Hall grounds to mark
the designation.
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Woodbridge Community Center
Celebrate Summer with a WCC Health &
Wellness Membership
There’s still time to trim up this
summer with a WCC Family
Membership. We’re betting that you
will discover that the WCC is the
perfect place for family fun, fitness
and connection. As part of our
Summer Membership, we are offering
a free WCC gift and an invitation to
special events and activities.
The WCC is at the leading edge of
what’s hot in the health, wellness and
fitness industry. We’re going strong
and getting in shape with the popular
LesMills Group Effect exercise classes
and personal training program.
The WCC also offers a full aquatics program with swim lessons for
all ages, a competitive swim team, roller and ice-skating lessons, ice hockey & open skate sessions, weight and
aerobic center, personal training & fitness programs, a full-court gymnasium, basketball court, indoor track, and
so much more.
Perfect your swing – baseball or softball - at the three-cage batting center. After taking batting practice, tee-off
at Skyline Mini-Golf – the area’s best and most challenging mini-golf course.

Visit our webpage at: www.njwcc.com.
See us on Facebook or just stop by 600 Main Street, Woodbridge
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Woodbridge Community Center
Experience World Class Ice & Roller Skating
The WCC Ice Skating Rink is
Middlesex County’s favorite yearround indoor ice-skating and
hockey rink.
The rink operates seven days a
week and welcomes skaters of all
ages and ability levels for general
skating sessions, ice hockey, league

Ice Skating Rink

play, birthday parties, special
events and more. The WCC offers
open public ice skating on
Saturdays, as well as skate rentals
(figure and ice hockey) in all sizes.
The WCC Roller Skating Rink is
recognized as one of the premier
roller rinks in the country. From
our state-of-the art sound and
lighting systems, to the latest in
electronic video games, the WCC
Roller Skating Rink is sure to please
all ages.
The WCC offers public skating,
birthday parties, group outings,
private events & fundraisers,
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Roller Skating Rink

skating lessons and more. The
WCC offers public roller skating on
Saturdays and Sundays from noon
to 5 p.m. For a great afternoon of
fun with friends and family, come
visit us!

Book Your Corporate Seminar,
Business Retreat or Outing at the
WCC SkyLine Pavilion &
Corporate Center
The WCC hosts corporate/office outings, birthday,
anniversary and Project Graduation parties or a party for
that special occasion.
Your special event party can include full service
catering by the WCC Café. Please contact our sales
department at: 732596-4108 for more
details. Visit our
webpage at:
www.njwcc.com.
See us on Facebook
or stop by to check
it all out.
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Woodbridge Community Center
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Woodbridge Community Center
It’s All Happening at The Club
The Club at Woodbridge – a part
of the Woodbridge Township
Recreation Family – offers an
incredible menu of health, wellness,
fitness and entertainment programs,
events and happenings to members
and guests.
The Club took advantage of the
COVID-19 restrictions to upgrade
the many amenities that make it the
premier fitness & wellness center in
central New Jersey.
For example, the men’s and
ladies’ locker rooms were completely
renovated. The cardio deck has all
new top of the line PRECOR cardio
equipment, the Lower Fitness center
received a complete make-over and
Studio A was renovated from top to
bottom, including dimmable lighting
which offers a totally new experience
for our Mind & Body Yoga classes.
The Golf Den offers TRACKMAN
technology - the perfect way to get

you back in the swing. New to The
Club is the Hockey Den which is a
20’x40’ synthetic ice room where
hockey players can practice shots
and goalie skills, play “2 on 2” or
just have a little fun. Another great
workout is the Racquetball and
Badminton center - free with
membership!
Looking for something for the
kids? Kidsports at The Club has you
covered. Whether your child wants
to experience Science, Football,
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Chess, Dance or Yoga, Kidsports is
a safe place to have fun and learn a
new talent. And our in-house
preschool Kidsports Academy is
accepting preschool applications for
the 2021-22 school year.
Becoming a member has never
been better. There’s so much to see
and do at The Club! Stop by for a
tour today with one of our friendly
membership coordinators or explore
all we have to offer. Also check us
out at www.theclub.org.

25

Recreation News
Recreation Department
Hosts All-New Summer
Programs

Coming This Fall…
Recreation Soccer League, One Township,
One League

Whether it’s the renowned Merrill Park Summer Day
Camp experience for kids ages 5½ to 15 or the free
Summer Playground program at the best playgrounds
in Avenel, Colonia, Fords, Hopelawn, Iselin, Menlo Park
Terrace, Port Reading, Sewaren or Woodbridge, the
Department of Recreation has it all.
Visit www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us or call 732-596-4047
for a complete listing of our recreation offerings for you.

Mayor McCormac Welcomes Cypress Park
Recreation Complex to Port Reading
Mayor John E. McCormac, along with members of the Woodbridge Township Special Needs Community, announced
the opening of the all-new Cypress Park Recreation Complex at the Cypress Center in Port Reading.
The complex includes a state-of-the-art Level Playing Field and fully-accessible sport and playground facilities specially
designed for children with challenges and young adults of all ages and abilities.
The Level Playing Field accommodates youth baseball, softball and soccer, plus a walking/running track around the
entire complex affords park-goers and residents the opportunity to enjoy the benefits of outdoor recreation.
Additional sport amenities include volleyball and pickleball courts with high efficiency LED field lighting for nighttime
play. The complex was funded through a $1.5 million state grant.
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Pet Corner
FREE Rabies Clinic
September 21
The shelter will offer a free
rabies clinic for all Township dogs
and cats on Tues., Sept. 21 from
4:30 to 7:30 p.m.. All dogs and cats
over six months of age must be
licensed. Licensing and vaccinating
your pet protects your family and
helps in the return of your pet
should it get lost. Visit
www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us for
more information on the upcoming
rabies clinic and pet licensing.

Adopt a Shelter Pet During
Dog Days of Summer
A shelter dog (or cat) makes
the best pet and is so easy
to adopt.
The staff and volunteers at the
Woodbridge Animal Shelter & Pet
Adoption Center encourage adopting
families to meet and greet their new
pet in the comfortable and toy-filled
Family Pet & Play Center.
When it’s time to take your new
pet home, just fill out the adoption
form and the staff will complete the
arrangements. If you can’t get to the
shelter and want to see the pets, or
to obtain an adoption form, visit
www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us and
click on the Animal Shelter & Pet
Adoption Center link.

Woodbridge Animal Shelter and Pet
Adoption Center

Shelter
Summer Hours:
Woodbridge Township Animal
Shelter and Pet Adoption Center
195 Woodbridge Avenue in Sewaren
732-855-0600 ext. 2034

Monday-Friday 1 - 4 p.m.
Saturday

1 - 3 p.m.

Closed Sunday

The Shelter is
Looking for a Few
Good Volunteers!
The shelter is always looking for
people who care about animals and
want to help find them good homes.

WAG Wants YOU!

Volunteers can help care for the
animals, take the dogs for a walk,
assist in adoptions and participate in
special Shelter events.

Join the Woodbridge Animal Group
(WAG) and support the Woodbridge
Animal Shelter & Pet Adoption Center

Contact the shelter today at
732-855-0600, ext. 2034 or email
animalshelter@twp.woodbridge.nj.us
Visit the Shelter Volunteer Hub:
http://was.volunteerhub.com/
Events/Index

Email: woodbridgeanimalgroup@
yahoo.com or visit WAG on
FaceBook:
www.facebook.com/Woodbridge
AnimalGroup
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Pet Corner
Our Shelter Guests Need Your Help
The gift-of-giving is all-year-long
at the Shelter but even more crucial
during the summer.

The shelter is taking in more cats
than ever. Cat owners must license
their feline friends before they reach
seven months of age. All cats must
have a current rabies vaccination to
be licensed, which protects them, as
well as other animals and even
people, from acquiring this potentially
fatal disease.

Your generosity is a powerful
factor in helping the Woodbridge
Animal Shelter & Pet Adoption Center
continue to rescue and save so many
animals. It’s because of gifts from petloving residents and friends that we
are able to help our homeless animals.

The shelter is always in need
of the following items:
• Purina wet & dry dog food
(puppy chow, dog chow)
• Purina wet & dry cat food
(kitten chow, cat chow)
• Eye & ear care

License Your Cat.
It’s the Law

• Paper towels
• 30-gallon trash bags
• Antibacterial dish detergent

If your cat is spayed or neutered,
it will cost less to license ($13 spayed/
$23 non-spayed) and cats that are
spayed will generally be calmer, roam
less and not add to the current over
population. Call the Woodbridge
Health Department at 732-855-0600
x2034 for information or visit
www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us.

• Bleach

• Saline solution

• Laundry detergent

• Cotton balls

• Pet brushes, combs

• Q-tips

• Dog/cat shampoos

• Baking soda for litter boxes

• Gauze

• Blankets, not quilts

• Grooming supplies

• White towels

• Nail clippers & Quik Stop

Micro-Chip Your Pet:
Shelter Service Targets Pet Safety
Woodbridge offers microchips for pets. Pets can receive them at
time of adoption from the Woodbridge Animal Shelter or owners
can schedule them at a microchip clinic at the Health Center. The
$25 fee includes the microchip, lifetime pet ID and registration
with the national pet recovery database (Home Again).

REMINDER:

Pick-Up After
Your Pet
Woodbridge reminds pet owners
to be considerate of others by
cleaning up after your pet.
Animal droppings are not only
unsightly but also pose a health risk
and can transmit disease. Township
laws require that owners/animal
handlers remove all pet droppings
and properly dispose of the
droppings in a sealed leak-proof
container or bag. Thank you for
being a responsible pet owner –
it keeps Woodbridge
beautiful & healthy.

Stop by the Animal Shelter or call 732-855-0600,
ext. 2034 for information.
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Woodbridge Township

Summer
of
30

2021
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Woodbridge Township

Mayor’s Summer
Concert Series
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Health News
Mayor’s Wellness
Campaign
Promotes Healthy
Lifestyle & Fitness
The Mayor’s Wellness Campaign
hosts events and programs that
challenge Township residents to
engage in healthy and active lifestyles.
The Mayor’s Wellness Campaign,
under the direction of Councilman
Gregg Ficarra, is in partnership with
the Departments of Health & Human
Services and Recreation, the Mayor’s
Council on Physical Fitness, the
Woodbridge Community Center
(WCC), The Club at Woodbridge,
the Woodbridge Township School
District and Township businesses and
corporations committed to wellness.
They have all put together a series
of health and wellness events that are
sure to get everyone up and running.

Wellness Calendar

SAVE-THE-DATE
September 5
Annual Woodbridge
Crossroads 10K, 5K Race
& Fun Run
September 26
Tour ‘de Woodbridge
Bike Tour
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Health Department Tackles
COVID-19
On March 9, 2020, Governor Phil
Murphy signed Executive Order #103
declaring a Statewide Public Health
Emergency because of the rapid
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic.
That was the day the Woodbridge
Township Department of Health &
Human Services embarked on a 16month mission to provide life-saving
health services to the residents of our
community.
On December 29, 2020, the
Health Department announced the
availability of the Moderna COVID19 vaccine after it was approved for
emergency use by the FDA and
immediately mobilized a team of
nurses, REHS, doctors, OEM, WPD,
EMTs and Health Department
support staff to administer the
vaccine according to state and
federal guidelines.
After 16 months of tracking and
logging nearly 12,000 positive
community cases of COVID-19, the
Health Department’s administrators
and nursing staff saw the light at the
end of the tunnel when Governor
Murphy signed Executive Order
No. 244 on June 4, 2021, ending the
COVID-19 Public Health Emergency
that had been in place since March 9,
2020.
The Woodbridge Health
Department was one of only a few
municipal health departments across
the state to receive certification by
the NJDOH to administer COVID-19
vaccines. At the time of the lifting
of the Public Health Emergency, the
Woodbridge Health Department had
hosted 60 individual vaccination
clinics at the Woodbridge Public

Health Center and administered
more than 10,000 vaccinations within
our community.
As we move past the COVID-19
pandemic, the Health Department
anticipates a “new normal” with
plans to resume health care programs
and special initiatives that include
the Mayor’s Health Expo, Public
Health Week, Women’s Health &
Fitness Day, annual Flu and
Pneumonia inoculation clinics and
seminars and programs geared to the
health and wellness of all Township
residents.
A healthy community is a strong
and vibrant community. Every
resident is encouraged to take
advantage of the many health-related
events and programs provided by
the dedicated and professional staff
at the Department of Health &
Human Services.
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Health News
Health Department
Targets Opioid Addiction
& Peer Recovery
The Department of Health & Human Services has
embarked on a mission to attack the Opioid Addiction
crisis through an aggressive one-on-one assistance
program geared to save the lives of residents caught-up
in opioid addiction.
The Addiction Services Division and Peer Recovery
Coach Program – under the leadership and direction of
Dr. Bonnie Nolan – stand as the addiction services
model for the State of New Jersey.
The Woodbridge program collaborates with JFK
Hospital in Edison, Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital Rahway and Raritan Bay Medical Center in
Perth Amboy, along with private sector group recovery
specialists, to assist Township residents suffering from
opioid addiction.
Additionally, the program provides addiction
response, intervention and social service programs to
Middlesex County and seven other municipalities –
Edison, Perth Amboy, South Amboy, Sayreville, Old
Bridge, Carteret and New Brunswick.
If you would like help for yourself or a friend or family
member who may have a substance use disorder, please call
Addiction Services at 732-596-4199.

Addiction Services & Blue
Cares Program Team Up
The Division of Addiction Services participates in the
Blue Cares Program spearheaded by the Middlesex
County Prosecutor’s Office. The program provides
funding and support to law-enforcement agencies as
they work to assist people with substance use disorders.
Recognizing that Woodbridge already has recovery
coaches intervening when a person experiences an
opioid overdose, the Prosecutor’s Office partnered with
the Addiction Services Division to spread the program
throughout the county. Anyone in Middlesex County
can reach a recovery
coach and find help
using the Blue Cares
Hotline: 732-596-4199.
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A Township Remembers
On Sunday, September 20, 2020,
Mayor McCormac and the Municipal
Council hosted a “Remembrance
Vigil” to honor and celebrate the
lives of Township residents who
passed during the COVID-19
pandemic.
The service also recognized the
many essential workers and
community heroes who worked
tirelessly to preserve and protect
the lives and safety of Township
residents. That includes the
Township’s First Response
community comprised of the
Woodbridge Police Department, the
nine Township Fire Departments
and four First Aid Squads,
Department of Health & Human
Services, Department of Public
Works, healthcare heroes and
individuals who went above and
beyond during the pandemic.

Mayor McCormac Spearheaded
COVID-19 Public Information

The best source
for what’s
happening in
Woodbridge
Township with
just one touch.
34
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Letters from the COVID-19 Mailbag
Dear Mayor Mac,

give us each day regarding the Coronavirus.
Just want to take the time to thank you for all the information you
ne is looking out for us citizens. It is a lot to
It is very informative and makes me for one feel safe and that someo
lf safe and healthy. We all need you to help
do each day along with your other responsibilities. Please keep yourse
lead us through this difficult time.
Marilynn, Colonia

Dear Mayor McCormac,
I just wanted to take a minute to say
thank you. It has been a pretty scar
y couple of weeks. Your daily mes
keeping us up-to-date on what is goin
sages
g on in Woodbridge help a lot - at
leas
t
we have some idea of what is going
right in town which helps when a lot
on
of things seem out of control. The
lists of stores, restaurants and phar
also a huge help and someone got thes
mac
ies are
e up on the website pretty quickly.
The website in general has been a big
even for something as little as knowin
help
g what to do with library books that
we have checked out. You and all
township workers are doing a grea
our
t job!
Maria S., Woodbridge

Dear Mayor:
As a health care worker and a hospital employee that has been deemed essential and unable to work from home at
any point during this pandemic, I am writing to tell you how impressed I was with WHD’s COVID-19 vaccination clinic.
The knowledge, genuine concern, helpful tips and overall kindness of each employee and volunteer was most helpful
and alleviated any concern that I had. The environment was pleasant and calming. The adherence to COVID-19 guidelines
was impressive. Social distancing was maintained, cleanliness was of the utmost importance and masks were worn by all.
The employee who was tasked with the responsibility of disinfecting/sanitizing the chairs, door knobs and other
frequently touched surfaces was on point. As soon as someone exited the chair from the mandatory 15-minute wait, he
was right there spraying and wiping down the chairs.
I also noticed that the staff and/or volunteers were constantly wiping down the pens and clipboards after each group
of three used them. The clinic was very well run, well thought out and was immaculate regarding cleanliness. The staff
were top notch! In summation, kudos to Woodbridge Health Department for providing the public with an exceptionally
well run clinic!
Shelley L., Woodbridge
Dear Mayor Mac,
My family and I want to thank you and your teams for all
the wonderful things you have done for the township
during Covid-19. My son got to graduate on the Woodbridge
stage. Also, it was so thoughtful to have a heartfelt
service for those who passed during this pandemic as we
lost my mother-in-law in June.
Sadly, we did not attend your tribute (my husband, last minut
e, felt it would be too much for him to handle). We
did get to watch the video on TV-35 and it was great to
be able to forward the video to family members who live
out
of state.
His mom was at St. Joseph's during the evacuation which
we wanted to thank you for as well. Without your
intervention, who knows what would have happened? The
sisters must surely keep you in their prayers. Keep up all
the good work. It does not go unnoticed. Stay well and again,
thank you.
Susan, Mark and Nicholas G., Colonia

S u m m e r 2021 • THE WOODBRIDGE NEWS.

35

Arts & Library News
The Barron Report

More from The Barron
There is free admission for all
Barron events and concerts ($5
suggested donation is always
appreciated.)

Greetings from the Barron Arts
Center. Why travel to New York
City or Philadelphia to experience art,
culture, music and first-rate
entertainment? It’s right here.
The Barron’s Summer Lecture &
Visual Art Series, on display through
August, explores the Decorative Folk
Art of Ukraine and the Art of
Ukrainian Embroidery.
The ever-popular “Poets
Wednesday” presents monthly poetry
readings and workshops.
Explore new and returning
painting & drawing classes for artists
young and not-so-young.
Sign up for “Saturday Morning
Cartooning,” an introductory course
that focuses on the basics of drawing
your own cartoon character. Visit
www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us for
complete listings and registration
details on all of The Barron’s exhibits,
concerts, classes, events and programs.
Call 732-634-0413 or check The
Barron on FaceBook and Twitter.

The Barron continues to give
back to the community throughout
the entire year by collecting nonperishable food items and pet
supplies for the We Feed
Woodbridge food drive and the
Woodbridge Animal Shelter & Pet
Adoption Center.
When attending any Barron
concert, exhibit or program, please
help keep our food pantries stocked
and our pets safe and healthy.

Woodbridge Community Players
Present: An Evening With WCP
Travel with the Woodbridge
Community Players (WCP) down
memory lane from 2008 through 2019
– a dozen years of wonderful
productions and music. Enjoy
selections from each of the shows
from the past as performed by cast
members both new and old. An
Evening with WCP is a One-Night
Only Performance from the WHS
Concert Stage on Friday, July 23 at
7:30 p.m.
WCP Needs Patrons: The work
of the WCP does not end with the
final curtain call on July 23. What
many people don’t realize is how
costly a stage production can be - just
the rights to a play or Broadway
musical show can run more than
$5,000 and add costs for lighting,
sound, scenery, costumes and props
and you’ll understand why the WCP
needs your help to produce shows.
That’s why we are asking
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RSI Bank is a proud sponsor of The Barron
Arts Center and the Cultural Arts
Commission. (L-R) Michael Ronan, RSI Bank,
Cynthia Knight, Barron Arts Center, Dolores
Gioffre, Cultural Arts Commission and Amy
Krysienski, RSI Bank.

concertgoers and patrons to support
the Woodbridge Community
Players by signing on as a patron.
Learn more at:
www.woodbridgecommunityyouth
players.org
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Woodbridge: Explore Our Rich Heritage
Woodbridge Township - chartered
on June 1, 1669 – is proud to be the
oldest Township in the state.
For more than 350 years,
Woodbridge Township has had
many historic New Jersey firsts –
from the first drinking of British tea
in the colonies to the site of the first
permanent printing press operated
by James Parker in 1751. You’ll see
many historical landmarks scattered

throughout the Township.
During the 19th Century, clay
mining and brick manufacturing
became the major industry of the
Township. The official municipal
seal, adopted on November 11, 1885
by the Town Committee, depicts the
prominence of the clay and brink
industry.
Standing at the Crossroads of
New Jersey, Woodbridge prospered
over the years. It achieved the
designation as an All American City
to international corporations,
commercial manufacturing and
development and a thriving Buy
Local economy.
Today, 10 separate and distinctive
communities make up the proud

fabric and fiber of our Township –
Avenel, Colonia, Fords, Hopelawn,
Iselin, Keasbey, Menlo Park Terrace,
Port Reading, Sewaren, and
Woodbridge Proper.

COMING SOON:
Woodbridge Township History Museum
Historic Green Street is undergoing a rebirth with the
conversion of a former home at 86 Green Street as a
museum and home of the Historical Association of
Woodbridge Township.
Originally called Woodbridge Avenue, Green Street
was a popular thoroughfare from the early 1800s and
served as the address of many prosperous Woodbridge
citizens. Perhaps named for the adjacent green fields and
canopy of stately trees, the scenery has not changed much
in over a century. Today, there are elegant Victorian-era
homes occupied by a mix of families and business offices
– and soon the Woodbridge Township History Museum.

History Today & Tomorrow
Want to learn more about Woodbridge history?
S u m m e r 2021 • THE WOODBRIDGE NEWS.

Visit www.wthpc.org to learn more
about the Woodbridge Historic
Preservation Commission.
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Arts & Library News
Everyday Heroes:

A History of Woodbridge’s First Responders

The Historical Association of Woodbridge Township unveiled its most
recent Historic Tour of Woodbridge – Everyday Heroes: A History of
Woodbridge’s First Responders during a ceremony at the Woodbridge
Township Firefighters Memorial, next to the Woodbridge Fire Department.
Volume XII of our history focuses on the Woodbridge Police Department,
Woodbridge Fire Departments and Emergency Services from their inception.
Visit www.wthpc.org to download Volume XII.

Walk the WB History Trail

The Old Neighborhood:
A Stroll Down Memory Lane
The next edition of The Old Neighborhood: A Stoll
Down Memory Lane - hosted by Woodbridge Township
Historian Brenda Velasco – is set for Sun., Sept. 26 from
2-3 p.m. at the Avenel Performing Arts Center.
The Old Neighborhood presents Woodbridge
history through the recollections of long-time residents.
The Old Neighborhood series is possible through the
support of the Mayor’s Office, the Historic Preservation
Commission, The Barron Arts Center and the Garden
State Historic Preservation Trust Fund. For information,
email: brenda.velasco@msn.com.
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The Woodbridge History
Trail welcomes and informs
history buffs and visitors.
The History Trail - 46 historic
marker signs - traverses a 1.5
mile loop along North and
South Park Drive from Pearl
Street to Mobile Avenue on
both sides of Heard's Brook
in Tanzman Park in
downtown
Woodbridge.
The history signs
offer historical
accounts of
Woodbridge from
pre-Revolutionary
War to the present. Start your tour at the Parker Press
and walk the loop.
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Woodbridge Public Library:
Get Your Library Card & Explore the Universe
The Woodbridge Public Library
(WPL) has it all with more than
460,000 volumes. Looking for a
good mystery? A how-to on home
renovation? A travel guide to
anywhere in the world? A
biography? You’ll find all these and
more in the Library’s book collection.
Access nearly a 100 years of
Woodbridge history through the
special collection of local history
materials, photographs and
genealogical information or through
the online newspaper archive
collection.
Did You Know? The Library houses
thousands of movies, vintage
television shows, music albums and
audiobooks – all available for mobile
and online access through a new
partnership with hoopla digital
(hoopladigital.com).

Take Advantage
of “WPL on
the Go”!
The Woodbridge
Public Library has
launched a next
generation mobile
library app: WPL
on the Go.

Patrons can enjoy thousands of
titles – from major Hollywood
studios, record companies and
publishers – available to borrow for
instant streaming or temporary
downloading to smartphones, tablets
and computers. Hoopla digital free
to patrons and requires only a
Woodbridge Public Library card.

WPL Announces Summer Reading Club

It makes 24/7
access to the
library easier than
ever, all in one
app. Visit Google
Play or the Apple Store and
download “WPL on the Go!”
You can select and borrow eBooks
and audiobooks, comics, TV, video,
as well as online courses and
e-resources.
WPL on the Go! also connects
you to library events. Register on
your smart phone or tablet with
ease and connect with library
eNews and social media for up-tothe-minute library posts. For more
information, contact the library at
director@woodbridgelibrary.org.

The theme for the WPL Summer Reading Program for all ages is Tales and
Tails — featuring virtual and in-person programs. Summer Reading program
participants are invited to sign-up for a summer of reading, activities and fun!
The reading clubs are open to WPL members and Woodbridge readers.
Registration is available via the WPL
website or by calling the WPL
at 732-634-4450 x-5.

RSI Bank supports the Woodbridge
Public Library. (L-R) Carol Eberhardt,
Library Board of Trustees; Monica
Eppinger, Library Director and Amy
Krysienski, RSI Bank.
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Welcome Back to the Library
All WPL locations are open and welcoming
patrons back to in-house library services and programs.
WPL patrons and visitors are encouraged to visit
www.woodbridgelibrary.org for the summer schedule
and visitor guidelines.

You Can Be the Very First
to Learn About Great New Reads
Sign-up for the WPL weekly eNews at
www.woodbridgelibrary.org.
WPL on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/woodbridgelibrary
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Public Works
DPW Launches Electric Vehicle
Initiative

Get the Latest
Information on
Recycle Coach
The Recycle Coach APP –
customized to your address –
puts trash and recycling collection
schedules, special collection
information and more right at
your fingertips.
Search the ‘What Goes Here’
database for specific recycling
instructions. Keep track of
upcoming special collections, such
as household hazardous waste
drop-off, confidential document
shredding day, Christmas tree
collection, bagged leaf collection
and more.
Report a waste problem or
send comments & suggestions
through the APP. Visit the
Township web page at
www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us
for more information.
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Woodbridge is creating
clean transportation
alternatives with a
$2,515,880 grant from the
Volkswagen Mitigation
project to “electrify”
Township fleet vehicles.
The funding will be
used to purchase three
electric garbage trucks that
will replace three dieselfueled ones. DPW is also
replacing two diesel-fueled Senior
Transportation of Woodbridge
(STOW) busses with electric shuttles.
Charging stations will be installed
at convenient locations in Downtown
Woodbridge so residents who have
electric vehicles will have an

opportunity to charge their cars
while shopping. Replacing inefficient
transportation methods with clean
and fuel-efficient vehicles will
ultimately improve the air quality
and play a role in reducing climate
change.

Drop-Off Bulk Waste for FREE at the Public
Works Recycling & Convenience Center
Bulk Waste Accepted: Appliances,
mixed metal, bulk waste, concrete,
asphalt, brick (homeowner repair
only; no contractors), brush, leaves,
old propane tanks and electronics
(computers, monitors, scanners,

laptops, modems, printers, cables,
keyboards and televisions)

Drop-Off Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed on Sunday

Woodbridge Recycling & Convenience Center
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PUBLIC WORKS

Woodbridge is a Leader in Single
Stream Recycling

HOTLINE:
732-726-2325

We’re sending a special shout-out
to all Township residents. Thanks to
you, our Single Stream Recycling
Program works. Single Stream
recycling – putting all recyclables
(plastic, glass, bottles and cans,
cardboard and paper) in the same
container – eliminates the need to
separate and/or bundle and
substantially increase the amount
of household waste that we recycle.

Report potholes, property
maintenance violations
or other Townshiprelated concerns.

Recycling is a great deal for every
Woodbridge Township resident,
homeowner and business. And,
recycling is not only profitable;
it’s the right thing to do for our
environment.

Keep Our DPW
Workers Safe...
Stay Back!

Recycling by the Numbers
One year of curbside recycling saves:
• 542 tons of plastic containers
• 8,154 tons of newspaper, cardboard and food packaging boxes
• 1,844 tons of glass jars and beverage containers
• 3,795 tons of junk mail and waste paper
• 399 tons of aluminum and metal beverage and food containers

Total:

14,760 tons of recycling
collected annually

See your tax mailer for the recycling guidelines…

Questions?
Call the Recycling Division
at (732) 738-1311 ext. 3049
S u m m e r 2021 • THE WOODBRIDGE NEWS.
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Woodbridge
Recycles:

Explore the ReUse It Center for
Second-Hand Items

Cooking
Oil

The staff at the Recycling Center
are promoting a new concept –
practice the second “R” in Reduce,
Reuse & Recycle and keep usable
items out of the landfill.

Plastic Bags
& Film
Packaging

Monofilament
Fishing Line

When DPW crews pick-up bulk
waste, they now sort the items and
place reusable items at the ReUse
Center (located at the DPW Yard on
Smith Street in Keasbey). Visit the
ReUse It Center and give that

second-hand item a Second Chance.
Available to Woodbridge residents
only.

New & Improved Bulk Waste
Collection & Curbside Pick-Up
We’ve updated the Bulk Waste
curbside collection program. We’re
now offering every residential
household a one time per year free
bulk waste pickup.

appliances, electronics (computers,
TV’s, etc.) and mixed metals. NO
Concrete, Asphalt, Brick, Block or
Stone, Hazardous Waste, Tires,
Paint or Chemicals will be accepted.

The updated bulk waste collection
system is more convenient for
resident homeowners and allows
DPW to better manage bulk waste
collection.

To Schedule a Free Bulk
Waste Pick-up

Bulk waste items collected at the
scheduled curbside pick-up include
furniture, mattresses, carpeting,

Call the Sanitation Office at
732-738-1311 x3600 or the Office of
Recycling at: 732-738-1311 x3035.
Residents can also visit the Recycle
Coach APP or the Township Web
Page: www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us.

Offer Expires 12/31/22
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Help Us Help You:
Leave a Three-Foot
Buffer for Trash Pick-up

Need A Curbside
Pick-Up?
Give Us A Call!
Call Sanitation at
732-738-1311 ext. 3600
for Bulky Items or
Bulky Rigid Plastic

Woodbridge Is Now Recycling Organics

• Furniture
• Mattresses
• Carpeting

• Garbage Cans
• Playsets
• Ride on Toys

Call Recycling at
732-738-1311 ext. 3035
for Appliances, Electronics
or Metal
•
•
•
•
•

Refrigerators
Freezer
Washers
Dryers
Computers

•
•
•
•

TVs
Metal Shelves
Grills
Lawnmowers

Call Roads at
732-738-1311 ext. 344
for Loose Leaves,
Concrete, Asphalt, Brick,
Block or Stone
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Seniors’ News
Senior Programs Consolidated into
Department of Senior Services

Important Phone
Numbers for
Seniors

Mayor John E. McCormac recently
announced the consolidation of all
township senior programs into the
Department of Senior Services.
Headed by Michele Morgan, the
township’s dedicated Senior Service
facilitator, the new Department is
off-and-running, empowering older
adults by providing social,
recreational, educational and
physical programs and activities that
stimulate a healthy lifestyle, create a
sense of purpose and enhance the
Quality-of-Life for every senior.

Multi-Service Program
on Aging
732-726-6262

The Evergreen Senior Center,
home to the Division on Aging, is the
Township’s flagship Senior Center
offering Senior residents a multitude
of services for more than 30 years.
The Multi-Service Program on Aging
offers community service programs
that include individual and family
counseling for issues of concern to
the elderly, such as health, finances,
family and social relationships.
Volunteers do friendly visits to
homebound elderly and assist in
senior operations at the Evergreen
Senior Center.
The Evergreen Senior Center
provides senior members social,
recreational, educational, health and
wellness programs and activities,
such as popular Atlantic City Bus

Senior Transportation
of Woodbridge
732-726-2394
Evergreen Senior Center
732-726-6261
Sycamore Senior Center
732-726-7087
Five Branches Senior Center
732-726-6277
Woodbridge Health
Department:
732-855-0600
Trips and field trips, monthly
themed luncheons, enrichment and
recreational activities, Coffee with
Councilwoman Debbie Meehan, and
so much more. To become a member
of any of the Township’s Senior
Centers, please:
• Complete a Membership
Registration Form
• Select a “Home Center” to
receive priority to events at
selected Senior Center locations
• Show residency
• Be at least 60 years of age

Woodbridge Town Hall
732-634-4500
Woodbridge Police
Department (Non-Emergency)
732-634-7700
MCAT (County Transportation)
800-221-3520
Access Link (Transportation)
800-955-2321
N.J. Department of Health &
Senior Services
800-792-8820
Social Security, Iselin Office
800-772-1213
Medicare
800-633-4227
Home Energy Assistance
Program (HEAP)
800-510-3102
Better Business Bureau
609-588-0808
Woodbridge Police
Department
732-634-7700
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SENIORWATCH
Get Your Resident Senior
Photo ID Card
The Division on
Aging provides
Photo ID cards to
seniors and residents
with disabilities who do not have
any other form of photo
identification. Photo IDs are
required when traveling, conducting
banking and other financial business
and generally to navigate through
the everyday aspects of today’s
security conscious world.
To obtain a Resident Senior
and/or Disabled Photo ID Card
(Woodbridge Township residents
only), call the Multi Service Program
on Aging at 732-726-6262 on
weekdays, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Meals on Wheels
Available for Seniors
Meals on Wheels provide a
home-delivered hot noon meal
and a cold supper weekdays from
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. for township
seniors 60 years of age (or older).
There is a $5 contribution for the
daily meal service (no senior
resident will be denied service).
To apply, call Barbara Lemchak in
the Meals on Wheels office at
732-634-4141 daily between 9 a.m.
– 1 p.m.

Senior Olympics Set for
September 10, 11 & 12
The 2021 New Jersey Senior
Olympic games return to
Woodbridge Sept 10-12 when senior
athletes from across the state gather
to participate in the Senior Olympic
Games. This is the 14th year that
Woodbridge Township has
welcomed the statewide New Jersey
Senior Olympic competition.
Although last year’s games were
cancelled because of the pandemic,
the 2021 games – sponsored by
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of
New Jersey – promises to be a wellattended and much needed
community event.
This year, the Mayor’s Office is
again offering Woodbridge
Township Senior athletes a special
incentive to participate. Register by
August 27 and the Woodbridge
Senior Olympic Committee will pay
$25 toward the $30 General
Registration fee. That means our
athletes just pay $5 to participate and
compete in up to three Olympic
events. To take advantage, go to the
Senior Olympic web page at
www.njseniorolympics.com to
register or obtain a copy of the 2021
General Information & Registration
booklet.

Just fill out and submit the
General Registration Form (you must
be a Woodbridge Township resident
with a Woodbridge Township
mailing address) along with a $5
check or money order payable to
the NJSO/GSG.
For more information on the 2021
New Jersey Senior Olympic games,
visit www.njseniorolympics.com.
Call the Senior Olympic
Headquarters at 973-618-111 or
contact Woodbridge Senior Olympic
Chairpersons Pat Trombetta at
732-636-3910 or Frank St. Marie at
732- 636-9439.

Woodbridge Township Senior Olympians gather at Town Hall to receive the Mayor’s
Certificates of Achievement for participation in the 2019 New Jersey Senior Olympic games.
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Sycamore Senior Center
is Happening
The Sycamore Senior Center,
located in the former Port Reading
Knights of Columbus at 290 Old
Road, serves Township seniors 60
years of age and older.
The Sycamore Senior Center,
under the direction of Sandra
Dookhu, offers social, recreational,
educational, health and wellness
programs and activities designed to
entertain and cultivate new
friendships.
The center includes large and
small activity rooms, a game room, a

computer learning center with free
Wi-Fi, and a café area with kitchen.
The Sycamore Senior Center is open
weekdays 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The
coffee is on us!

Five Branches Senior Center is
Here for You
Woodbridge celebrated the Grand Opening of Five Branches Senior Center
in Iselin with more than 200 residents in attendance. The Five Branches Senior
Center - named in honor of the Five Branches of the United States Armed
Services: US Army, US Navy, USMC, US Air Force and the US Coast Guard –
is located in the newly renovated T. Nulty American Legion Post #471
building.
Five Branches is the gateway connecting seniors with vital community
services. It includes a large community room, activity rooms, game room,
computer learning center with free Wi-Fi, and a café area with kitchen. Senior
residents are encouraged to register as members for free. The center is open
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Hickory Senior
Center Welcomes
Fords Seniors
The Hickory Senior Center
provides vital community services
that help seniors remain healthy,
active and independent. It also hosts
the Ford’s Women’s Club. The
Hickory Senior Center, along with
the Evergreen Senior Center in
Colonia, Five Branches Senior Center
in Iselin and the Sycamore Senior
Center in Port Reading, offer senior
residents a convenient neighborhood
multi-purpose center designed to
engage every visitor in social,
recreational, educational, health and
wellness programs and activities that
enhance their Quality-of-Life and
cultivate new friendships.
The Hickory Senior Center offers
4,557 square feet of new amenities
including a main assembly room,
activity room, game room, billiard
table, ping pong table, card table,
new lobby, bathrooms, kitchenette,
offices, outdoor seating, and
computer stations with free WiFi.
Senior residents are encouraged to
contact Liz Cowan to register as a
member of the Hickory Senior
Center; registration is free. The
Hickory Senior Center is open
weekdays 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Call 732-726-6285.

Visit the Township web page at:
www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us for everything Senior!
S u m m e r 2021 • THE WOODBRIDGE NEWS.
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Even More Senior Centers?
They are Coming Soon to Maple Tree in
Avenel & Oak Tree in Iselin
The Department of Senior Services

The plan brings the total number

is planning two more Senior Centers

of active Senior Centers to six – all

– Oak Tree Senior Center will take-

serving senior residents in their own

up residence at the Knights of

neighborhoods. Visit

Columbus building on Route 27 in

www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us for

Iselin and the Maple Tree Senior

more details about the official

Center is looking forward to greeting

opening this coming September.

Avenel seniors at their location at the
Knights of Columbus building on
Morrisey Street off Rahway Avenue.

STOW Bus Service Hits the Road
STOW - Senior Transportation of

client transportation ID number,

Woodbridge - bus service is running

address, phone number and

on a daily schedule providing free,

date/time for requested pick-up.

curb-to-curb, reservation-based

The senior resident must call at

transportation service to Woodbridge

least one day before the desired

Township Senior residents (age 60 &

pickup date in order to be added to

older) who have no other means of

the schedule. If the senior resident

transportation. Rides are provided

leaves a voice message, they will

to the Evergreen Senior Center

receive a call from the Senior

(Colonia), Sycamore Senior Center

Transportation Coordinator

(Port Reading), Five Branches Senior

confirming the request. Reservations

Center (Iselin), the Woodbridge

are complete only after receiving a

Community Center (WCC), Main

confirmation phone call from the

Library, shopping, local doctor

Senior Transportation Coordinator.

Transportation
Services
Days:
Monday – Friday
(except recognized holidays)
Hours:
Morning Pick-Up:
8:30 am, 9:45 am & 11:15 am
Afternoon Bus Home:
1:15 pm & 2:45 pm

appointments and designated
Township events and programs.
Reservations are based on
availability and are made by calling
732-726-2394 between 8:30 a.m. and
1 p.m.
Information required for a
reservation includes first/last name,
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Seniors’ News
Phone Scammers Target Seniors
The Social Security Administration
(SSA) and the Office of Inspector
General (OIG) launched a joint PSA
campaign warning of a nationwide
telephone impersonation scam.
Both agencies have investigated
reports from across the country about
fraudulent phone calls from people
falsely claiming to be Social Security
employees.
Calls can even spoof the Social

Security national customer service
number as the incoming number on
caller ID.
The SSA urges senior residents to
remain vigilant against potential
telephone scams and fraud and to
NEVER provide sensitive information
such as your SS# or bank account
information to unknown people over
the phone or internet.

a person or
promise a
Social Security
benefit in
exchange for
information. If you receive a
telephone call that you believe is
fraudulent, immediately hang up and
contact the OIG Fraud Hotline at:
1-800-269-0271 or online at:
https://oig.ssa.gov/report.

SSA employees will never threaten

Senior Mail Bag
Dear Mayor McCormac:
te
It's my pleasure to write to you and give you an upda
hes. You
on the staff at Evergreen, Sycamore and Five Branc
g,
have a great and wonderful staff. They are hardworkin
.
caring and loving. To me they are my additional family
The young people in the Division of Multi-Services
They
enlighten me with words of information and wisdom.
is an
are like family. They are all professional. Ms. Cynthia
ing,
outstanding person. From the time I enter the build
the greetings alone with that smile lighten up my day.
Her words of encouragement - there is no better way
I can say it – are with love. The STOW bus with Ms.
life.
Diane and the drivers are all caring, loving and full of
staff,
I never saw a bad side of any of them. Sycamore’s
very
Ms. Sandra, is a darling; Miss Liz at Five Branches is
outgoing and friendly. The jobs they hold are not an
easy positions, but it is obvious they regard our care
and well-being as their first priority. You have every

Mayor McCormac,
First, I want to thank yo
u for doing all that
you do for us seniors. Th
e programs and senior
centers are wonderful.
I belong to Sycamore
and Hickory. I want to
compliment Sandra, Ma
ry
Lynn and Jill at Sycamor
e for the fantastic job
they are doing.
Sycamore is clean and I
always feel safe
there. The ladies are kin
d, helpful and respectful.
I just joined Hickory an
d Liz Cowan and the
ladies there are great as
well. The instructors,
Laura for Pilates, Joann
for Circuit and Steve
for yoga are the finest ins
tructors I have ever
had. They are encouragi
ng and make us feel
confident in our abilities
. Again Mayor
McCormac, thank you for
all of your support.
It is well appreciated.
Maryann N.
Avenel

reason to be proud of your staff.
Yours truly,
Ethleen C., Avenel
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Veterans’ News
A One-Time Virtual
Veterans Day Parade
November is the month when we
annually recognize the duty and
valor of our Veterans for their service
in securing the freedoms of our
nation.

Important Information
for All Veterans
Visit the official website of the
New Jersey Department of
Military & Veterans Affairs at
www.state.nj.us/military.
New Jersey Veterans
Memorial Home at Menlo Park
(732) 452-4272
State Veterans Service
Officers – Middlesex/
Somerset
(732) 937-6347/48
VA Hotline for
General Benefits
(800) 827-1000
Veterans Employment Office
(732) 937-6205
Middlesex County
Veterans Services
(732) 745-4051
VA Clinic – New Brunswick
(732) 729-9555
Lyons Veterans Facility
(908) 647-0180
East Orange Veterans
Facility
(973) 676-1000
Veterans Cemetery
(Arneytown) (609) 758-7250

52

However, Veterans Day 2020
was unlike any other as the nation
continued to weather the impacts
of the COVID-19 pandemic that
curtailed many traditional events,
parades and programs.
However, the annual Woodbridge
Township salute to Veterans was
not to be curtailed, as the parade
marched on virtually, courtesy of a
special TV-35 production.
All of the Woodbridge Township
Veterans organizations that
traditionally march in the parade
were represented, including:
• American Legion T. Nulty Post
#471
• American Legion Post #248
• Cpl. Kevin J. Reinhard Marine
Corps League Detachment #189
• VFW Woodbridge Memorial
Post #4410
• VFW Hopelawn Memorial Post
#1352

• VFW Colonia Memorial Post
#6061
• VFW Avenel Memorial Post
#7164
• VFW Iselin Memorial Post
#2636
• VFW Fords Memorial Post
#6090
• Disabled American Veterans
Chapter #56
The parade also included all
township fire departments and first
responders, youth organizations,
high school marching bands and
township volunteer groups as the
township offered a very special and
unique recognition and salute to
WWII Veterans.

To view the

2020 Woodbridge Township
Veterans Day Virtual Parade
visit www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us
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Veterans’ News
Sansone-Woodbridge Veteran &
Spouse Military Assistance Center
Offers Help to Veterans and Families

The Hometown Hero Project
continues to place Hero banners on
utility poles throughout streets in
Woodbridge, Colonia, Fords, Port
Reading, Iselin and other high traffic
areas.

The Sansone-Woodbridge Military
Assistance Center partners with
Woodbridge-area businesses and
education institutions to assist
returning Veterans, National Guard
members, Reservists and spouses
with available opportunities.
Located in the Evergreen Senior
Center, the center, through Director
Ron Davie, assist Veterans and
spouses with vocational and career
training grants, employment and
job-search coaching, post-service
Veteran education assistance,
Veterans employer subsidies, social
media networking and guidance on available federal, state, county and local
programs available to Veterans.
For more information, please email ron.davie@twp.woodbridge.nj.us or
www.woodbridgeveterans.org or call 732-634-4500 x2037.

ATLANTIC

Family Owned and Operated for 32 Years

1430 St. Georges Ave., Avenel, NJ

Honor Your
Hometown Hero
with a Banner

TIRE
& SUPPLY
COMPANY

732-381-0100

Sponsored by the
T. Nulty American
Legion Post 471,
the Hometown
Hero Project honors
active-duty military
personnel, honorably
discharged veterans
(living or deceased)
and KIA or
POW/MIA who
have established
roots to Woodbridge Township.
Contact Robin Goodrich at:
732-261-1787 or email
ragoodrich@verizon.net to
obtain a Hometown Hero Banner
application.

Thousands of Used
High Rubber
Passenger & Light
Truck Tires on Hand

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8am-5pm, Saturday 8am-4pm

“Large Selection of New Tires!”
MICHELIN • GOODYEAR • HANKOOK • FIRESTONE
COOPER • BF GOODRICH • BRIDGESTONE • UNIROYAL • DUNLOP
Lube - Oil - Filter • Brakes • Tune-up • CV Joint • Timing Belt
Fuel Injection • Engine Repair • Clutch Replacement • Wheel Alignment
Air Conditioning/Electrical • Computer Related Repairs • Exhaust
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Veterans’ News
Veteran Photo Album
The North Jersey Young Marines –
sponsored by American Legion T. Nulty
Post 471 and the Woodbridge Police
Department – participate in numerous
Woodbridge Township community service
projects and military events and programs.

The Woodbridge Township Veterans
Alliance hosted Mayor John E.
McCormac, State Sen. Joseph Vitale,
Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin and
Township residents at a Memorial Day
flag raising service outside Town Hall.

WWII Veteran Stu Brandow was
presented with “The Quilt of
Honor” at a ceremony at
Woodbridge American Legion Post
#87. The quilts are presented to
service members who have been
touched by war as a heart-warming
token of comfort and healing.
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Police & Public Safety
Woodbridge Township Supports First Responders

Report from the Director’s Desk:
By: Robert J. Hubner, Director
We are all ecstatic when we see news reports of a first
responder delivering a baby as it is definitely not an
everyday occurrence and the odds are most police officers
will go their entire career without answering a call to
deliver a baby. Not so for one Woodbridge Township
Police Officer.
On Jan. 30, 2021 at 11:07 a.m.,
WPD Officer Joelle Slossberg was
dispatched to an Iselin home on
a report of a woman in labor.
Officer Slossberg arrived prior
to the ambulance and found the
expectant mother in the process
of child birth and immediately
assisted the mother in the
delivery. Officer Slossberg
wrapped the baby and assisted EMS to ready the mother
and newborn for transport to the hospital.
Incredibly, the following day, at 7:05 a.m., Officer
Slossberg and Officer John Pegos were dispatched to
another home in the Iselin section on the report of a
mother giving birth. Upon arrival, Officers Pegos and
Slossberg determined that the birth of the baby was
imminent. Officers Slossberg and Pegos assisted the
mother with delivering the child until the arrival of the
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first aid squad.
Police Officers
Slossberg and
Pegos are
commended for a
job well done.
Officer Slossberg
definitely defied
the odds and assisted in the delivery of two babies on
consecutive days – an occurrence (let’s assume) never
before experienced by the WPD. Our congratulations and
thanks to Officers Joelle Slossberg and John Pegos.

WPD
Community
Affairs Unit
Coordinates
National
Night Out
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Police & Public Safety
Junior Police
Academy Returns
in July

WPD Appoints New Police Officers
Mayor John E. McCormac and
Police Director Robert Hubner
recently announced the appointment
of eight new police officers to the
ranks.
The new officers completed the
state-mandated police training
program at the Cape May County

Police Training Academy and have
taken-up patrol assignments. Each
recruit completed an extensive
testing and eligibility process
overseen by the New Jersey
Department of Personnel,
Department of Community Affairs
and the Woodbridge Police
Department interview team.

Post Your Street
Addresses in
Plain View
As part of the effort to improve
emergency response services,
Township residents and business
owners are urged to clearly post
street addresses in an area visible
from the street.
Residential numbers should be no
less than two inches high and one
inch wide. Non-residential buildings
are required to have numbers no less
than six inches high and two inches
wide.
Clearly posting street addresses
assist first responders to quickly
locate the emergency location and
improves response time.

(L-R): WPD Officers George Beato, Connor Watters, Alejandro Granados, Jonathan
Kreusch, Carol Sohn, Jacob Manente, Ryan Trudel and Vincent Pardee.

WPD Targets Pedestrian Safety
The Traffic Enforcement Unit one of the first units in the state to
establish special enforcement
programs, patrols and educational
outreach efforts targeting pedestrian
safety – continues to concentrate on
these critical issues.

pedestrians in crosswalks, as well as

The WPD Traffic Unit targets
motorists who fail to obey laws
requiring them to stop for

driving and walking laws which

pedestrians who jaywalk or violate
traffic safety rules and regulations.
The WPD also stepped-up
enforcement of speeding, illegal
turns, distracted and inattentive
contribute to pedestrian-motor
vehicle crashes.

One
t
Main Stree
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Police & Public Safety
WPD Receives National CALEA
Accreditation
The WPD has been awarded its
eighth national accreditation from
the National Commission on
Accreditation for Law Enforcement
Agencies (CALEA) – an honor and
distinction held by the WPD and
only five other police agencies in
New Jersey.
The accreditation was established
in 1979 by four internationallyrecognized law enforcement
agencies: The International
Association of Chiefs of Police,
Police Executive Research Forum,
National Organization of Black Law
Enforcement Executives and the
National Sheriff’s Association.
CALEA Accreditation serves as the
international gold standard for
public safety agencies.
Director Robert Hubner noted
that the WPD must comply with
more than 460 standards in order to
achieve re-accreditation.

Drop-Off Unwanted
and Expired
Prescription Drugs
at the WPD
Looking to dispose of
expired and unwanted
prescription medications?

WPD Director Robert Hubner, Deputy
Director Joseph Nisky, Captain Scott Kuzma,
Chief Law Enforcement Officer and Andrew
Tuttle, WPD/CALEA Coordinator, display the
prestigious CALEA National Accreditation
Award.
Accreditation is for four years,
during which time the agency must
submit annual reports attesting to
continued compliance with the
standards under which it was
initially accredited.
The WPD was initially accredited
on March 20, 1999 and re-accredited
in 2002, 2005, 2008, 2011, 2014 and
2017.

Stop by the WPD and
deposit unwanted prescription
drugs in the Project Medicine
Drop Box. Woodbridge
residents can bring unused
and expired prescription drugs
(if possible in the original
prescription container),
powders, pills, and liquid
medications, to the reception
room in the lower lobby,
Town Hall, One Main Street.
For more information contact
the WPD at 732-634-7700.

See A Crime; Report a Crime
WPD has established a
special hotline to report
suspicious or criminal
activity. Call the WPD
Crime Tip Hotline at
732-855-TIPS (8477)
to report a crime.
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Police & Public Safety
WPD Mail Bag
Don’t Wait
For Disaster:

Register for
CodeRed
The Office of Emergency
Management has implemented
the CodeRed emergency
notification system. If you
would like to be contacted on
your home, business, cell,
VolP phone, or TTY/TDD
system, you must register the
phone number(s) with the
Woodbridge Township Office
of Emergency Management.
Please note that the service
being offered is for Woodbridge
Township residences and
businesses only. Go to the
Township Web Page at:
www.twp.woodgbridge.nj.us
to register for CodeRed
notification.
PLEASE NOTE: If you previously
registered for the notification
system, no need to re-register.
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Dear Director Hubner:
my Police
My name is Barbara S. and I am writing in support of
for 25 years and
Department. I have been a resident of Woodbridge
ate of the Senior
appreciate my Police Department. I am a proud gradu
ht out program as it
Police Academy and will never forget this well thoug
of our men and
did wonders for me in understanding the pressures
National Alliance
women in blue. I am also a member of NAMINJ – the
things about our
on Mental Illness of New Jersey – and heard wonderful
(CIT). I am adamant
police officers receiving Crisis Intervention Training
to individuals with
about how many times there are situations relating
can detect the
mental health issues and having the right officers that
looking into this
situation and handle the situation accordingly. I am
the experience of
training as a lay person and as a person who once lived
mental illness.
problem – please do
I would love to be a part of the solution and not the
a CIT officer. Thank
whatever you can to get the right officers in place as
all of you are in
you again for the job you are doing and to let you know
my prayers.
Sincerely,
Barbara S., Woodbridge

Mr. Mayor McCormac,
My family are Colonia re
sidents and my in-laws liv
e with my husband
and myself. My father-i
n-law has been paralyze
d
for
the
last several
years and the Woodbrid
ge First Aid Squad has alw
ays
re
sp
onded to take
him to the hospital and
have always been great.
Un
for
tun
ate
ly, my
father-in-law passed aw
ay, but I felt the need to
sh
are
thi
s
wi
th you
because I could not have
had a more polite, caring
gro
up
of
firs
t
responders and WPD Of
ficer Adam’s (I could no
t
ge
t
the
firs
t
aid
names as I was busy with
ers
Officer Adam’s.) They pu
t
my
fam
ily
at
su
ease and I cannot thank
ch
them enough. If there is
any way you can thank
them for us that would
be great! I was born and
raised in Woodbridge
and this is why I love thi
s Township. Please, again
thank Woodbridge
First Aid and WPD Offic
e Adam’s as they deserve
the recognition.
Thank You,
Rob & Christa C., Colon
ia
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Police & Public Safety
DVRT Looking For A Few Good
Volunteers
The Woodbridge Township
Domestic Violence Response Team –
an all-volunteer community-based
assistance program - is seeking new
members. Township residents who
want to make a difference in the lives

of victims of domestic violence are
encouraged to apply.
Applicants will be required to
complete an application, undergo an
interview and criminal background
check and complete a 40-hour training
course. Call 732-634-4500 x2802 or
visit www.woodbridgedvrt.org for
more information.

Municipal
Court News
Have a question about
Municipal Court?
Call 732-636-6430 or
732-634-4500 or go to the
Municipal Court webpage at
www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us/court.

Did you know?

CERT Wants You
The Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) is looking for
a few good Woodbridge Township
volunteers.
CERT volunteers receive
extensive emergency response and
preparedness training and assist
police, firefighters, EMTs and
emergency responders during a
time of disaster.

To become a
member of the
Woodbridge
Township
CERT you must
be at least 18
years of age and have a valid NJ
driver’s license. Visit
www.woodbridgecert.org to learn
more how you can be part of a
community preparedness team.

Meet the CERT
Leadership: (L-R)
Director Patrick Kenny,
Office of Emergency
Management, Lt. Kendall
Phells and Captain Bryan
Austin stand ready to
respond to any emergency.
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Paying a traffic ticket is
more convenient now than
ever before.
Pay online: NJMCDirect.com
Pay by mail:
Municipal Court
1 Main Street
Woodbridge, NJ 07795
Pay at Town Hall:
Monday through Friday
from 8:45 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
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