Woodbridge, New Jersey- January 1, 2024
Woodbridge, New Jersey- January 1, 2024
Minutes of the Reorganization Meeting, Council Meeting and Board of Health Meeting of the Municipal Council of the Township of Woodbridge, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey held on January 1, 2024 at 12:00 P.M. at the Woodbridge High School 1 Samuel Lupo Place, Woodbridge NJ 07095.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Happy New Year, I welcome you all this afternoon to the Mayor John E. McCormac Inauguration and the Reorganization of the Municipal Council and their meeting January 1, 2024. 

Notice Requirements of the Open Public Meetings Law have been satisfied concerning this meeting. The Home News Tribune and The Star Ledger published the Annual Notice Schedule on October 6, 2023. A copy of the Schedule was posted on the Municipal bulletin board. It should be so noted in the minutes of this meeting.  

The Municipal Clerk called up John Eberhardt, Retired Navy for the Presentation of Colors in which was accompanied by Captain Paul DeLeo, Woodbridge Township Bagpiper.

Retired Navy, John Eberhardt: Ladies and Gentlemen, please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the National Anthem. Members of the Council and all those present gave the Pledge of Allegiance.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]National Anthem performed by the Woodbridge Community Choir, Woodbridge High School Choir, lead by Lisa Romero, Choral Director, WHS Choir.

Retired Navy, John Eberhardt dismissed the Color Guard.

The Municipal Clerk called up Rev. John Barbella, Pastor of St. John Vianney Parish in Colonia to lead the meeting in prayer.

The Municipal Clerk took the Municipal Council attendance.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 	Cory Spillar, Kyle Anderson Lizbeth DeJesus, Brian Small, Sharon McAuliffe, Gregg Ficarra, Howie Bauer, Debbie Meehan, Virbhadra N. Patel   

MEMBERS ABSENT:	None

ALSO PRESENT: 		John E. McCormac, Mayor
John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk
Vito Cimilluca, Business Administrator 
Marta Darden, Director of Planning and Development
Robert Hubner, Director of Police
George Brew, Director of Public Works
Phil Bujalski, Health Director 
Brian Molnar, Recreation Director
Paul Losik, Recreation Deputy Director	
Michael Gelin, Municipal Engineer 
John Hagerty, Communications Director
Caroline Ehrlich, Chief of Staff 
Casey Wagner, Deputy Business Administrator
Darren Crocker, Human Resources Director
Monica Eppinger, Library Director
Eric Lange, Esq.
Craig J. Coughlin, Esq. Municipal Attorney
Heather LaMotta, Deputy Redevelopment Director
Chris Kosty, Special Projects Manager
Mike Klepchick, Assistant CFO
Jen Burns, Purchasing Agent 
Cynthia Knight, Barron Arts Center
Michele Morgan, Senior Services 
Rich Duda, Tax Assessor. 
Rich Lorentzen, Tax Collector
Scott Kuzma, Information Technology Director
Pat Kenny, Emergency Management Coordinator 
Phil Dinicola, Municipal Court Director

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: At this time, I would like to call up the Assembly Speaker of New Jersey, Craig J. Coughlin.

Craig J. Coughlin, Assembly Speaker welcomed all present and started by congratulating Gregg Ficarra, Kyle Anderson, Brian Small, and Lizbeth Dejesus and on their great victory this past election in November. Craig reminisced about the journey with Mayor John E. McCormac past, present and future. Craig spoke about the longest serving Mayor of Woodbridge, August Greiner and that John E. McCormac will beat that record as of this time next year.

Craig J. Coughlin administers the Oath of Office to John E. McCormac as Mayor of Woodbridge Township.  

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Ladies and Gentlemen, I give you Mayor John McCormac.

John E. McCormac, Mayor:  
Thank you very much and Happy New Year to everyone. Thank you to Father John Barbella, the new Pastor of my hometown Parish - St. John Vianney in Colonia. You have followed in the footsteps of Monsignor O’Neill and Father Gloss in performing the Invocation and Benediction and it is truly appreciated. Thank you to my sister Ann Marie for holding the Bible for the Swearing-in-Ceremony. Normally my wife and daughter would be up here but my wife Tammy is visiting my daughter Erin in Colorado and helping her get ready for the birth of our first grandchild Matthew Kimmeth who is scheduled to be born in 24 days and we cannot wait. They are watching on Facebook Live and we are joined here by my mother and future great grandmother Mary with my sister Maureen, brother Tommy, brother-in-law John, nephew Philip and his girlfriend Lacey and I thank you all for attending. It is a great honor to be sworn-in my very good friend Craig Coughlin, our 19th District Assemblyman. We go back to the late 1980s prior to either of us being involved in Woodbridge government and we have enjoyed a terrific relationship as we both serve the residents of Woodbridge Township. On January 9th, Craig will be sworn-in to his Eighth term as our Assemblyman and he will set a New Jersey state record by being named the Assembly Speaker by his peers for his fourth straight term. Our Inauguration Address on January 1 every four years is a time to thank all of the Township employees, Board members, community leaders, volunteers and residents who created a track record that allowed our team to once again achieve an overwhelming victory on Election Day. Joining Craig on our team is State Senator Joe Vitale who is now entering his 27th year serving the 19th district and Assemblywoman Yvonne Lopez who is entering her seventh. Our Middlesex County Commissioners led by Director Ron Rios and featuring our very own Charlie Kenny, have joined with our State Legislative team to literally provide tens of millions of dollars in State and County grants to Woodbridge over the past decade. We are also joined by Commissioners Charlie Tomaro of Edison and Chanelle McCullum of Piscataway along with County Sheriff Millie Scott. Congressman Frank Pallone is in the top 1% of seniority in the United States House of Representatives and has been a tremendous resource when we or our residents need help with Federal government issues. Unfortunately, Congressman Pallone could not be here today but he deserves our gratitude. Thank you, Congressman. The most important team to any Mayor though is the local governing body, our Township Council. Four of them – Brian Small, Greg Ficarra, Lizbeth DeJesus and Kyle Anderson – just spent many months on the campaign trail together after spending the last two terms representing the Township and we are looking forward very much to the next four years. Congratulations to all four of you for also being sworn in this afternoon and special congratulations to Kyle Anderson who in a few short minutes will hopefully be sworn-in to his second term as Woodbridge Township Council President. Before long we will be working together again to re-elect our terrific Ward Councilpersons – Sharon McAuliffe in the First, Howie Bauer in the Second, Cory Spillar in the Third, Viru Patel in the Fourth and Debbie Meehan in the Fifth. No matter whose name is out there on the ballot, the ten of us work extremely hard together to keep our team intact and keep Woodbridge moving forward. Unlike many if not most other municipalities, we have a very functional government. We all get along, we work together, we socialize together, we know each other’s families and, most importantly, we communicate. We do not always agree on every issue but we keep our discussions professional and we all work together for the good of the residents of Woodbridge Township. We also have stability and continuity that other towns lack as our Council team averages nearly 10 years of service led by Greg Ficarra with 17 years and Kyle Anderson with 12 years. Thank you to each and every one of you. We’re sure you have heard us say that Woodbridge is the “BEST TOWN AROUND” once or twice over the past several years. That can only be true if Woodbridge has the “BEST TEAM AROUND” and we absolutely, positively do. No town that we have ever seen has the quality and caliber of the Senior Management Team, the Department and Division heads, and the rank and file employees of the Township of Woodbridge. The first person hired on our team many years ago was Caroline Ehrlich, my best friend of 27 years, who was on the Township Council in the 1990s when as the Township’s Chief Financial Officer we teamed up for two years on the Community Playground project in Merrill Park and have not stopped working together since. Not only is Carol our Chief-of-Staff, but more importantly, she serves as the head of our Redevelopment Agency that handles all of the economic development projects for Woodbridge Township. Businesses know how easy it is to do business in Woodbridge because of the efforts of Caroline and her Deputy, Heather LaMotta, and we appreciate you both for advancing our outstanding business environment. 
Another former Councilman on our Senior Management Team is John Mitch, who was on the Council starting in 1989 and who joined the Executive branch several years later to become Deputy Municipal Clerk to Clerk and he even served a two-year stint as Business Administrator. Very few people in the State have that combination of positions on their resume and that makes John an invaluable contributor to the success of our team. John has lived here all his life, and it is very rare when John does not know someone in town and where they live and where they work and who their family members are. He thinks of things that many of us do not and his advice and insight is invaluable as we deal with all of the issues facing our Township. Thank you, John. 
The third guy named John on our senior management team is John Hagerty who we met back in 2002 while working in the State Treasury Department. During those four years, he handled communications for the Attorney General’s Office and the Department of Environmental Protection. We saw him in action in Trenton on some joint issues and saw his calm demeanor and outstanding writing skills and communication abilities and when the time came to hire a Communications Director for the Township he was our first and only choice. John has outstanding relationships with the local and Statewide media and we have had no shortage of issues with national significance over the years that John handled flawlessly. Together, with his team of Megan Kushpa and Kellie with an IE Walsh, they have put together press releases, brochures, pamphlets and flyers and have overseen our great TV-35 operation under the guidance of Gina Forbes and Joe Fernandez to keep our residents informed of all of our great programs, services and events. Our local government newsletter, Woodbridge E-News, provides information about every aspect of our government operation and covers recent and upcoming events so everyone knows what is happening in town. They also run our Township web site and social media pages that are outstanding. Thank you, Hags, Megan and IE. The last member of our senior management team is the longest tenured one with Woodbridge Township – Business Administrator Vito Cimilluca – who started his career part-time in the Police Department before becoming full time in the Department of Public Works – the two biggest Departments in town. How many BAs in the State have experience in Police and DPW? Vito truly worked his way up from the bottom to the top and is an inspiration to all of the employees in the Township who know that there is a path to upward mobility for doing a great job. His first management position was running our Community Center ice rink and then the Community Center overall and then the entire Recreation Department before becoming the BA in January of 2020. Together with Casey Wagner, our Deputy Business Administrator, they handle the day-to-day nuts-and-bolts of running the town so I don’t have to. It’s much more fun to read to kids in a classroom or go to a senior center luncheon than handle contract negotiations or deal with personnel issues. Thank you Vito and Casey. The Department that most residents of Woodbridge are impacted by every day is naturally Public Works, which visits each residence twice a week for trash and recycling pickups. People see them for road and sewer repairs and see clean and safe buildings and schools and parks when they visit them. Most importantly, they see them working diligently during snowstorms when Woodbridge streets are cleaned quicker and better than any town around us. George Brew is the Director of Public Works and Bobby Higgins is his Deputy and are lifetime employees of Woodbridge Township after starting their careers as Laborers. They know the ins and outs of every aspect of Public Works. The Department that nobody wants to see unless they need them is our Police Department. The Woodbridge PD is the best in the State and not because we say so but because they are nationally recognized every three years by an independent team of experts from the Commission on the Accreditation of Law Enforcement Agencies who perform a rigorous examination of their policies, practices and procedures and they pass with flying colors every time. Like Public Works, the Police Department is led by two career employees – former Police Officers in Director Bob Hubner and Deputy Director Joe Nisky who both started as rookie Patrolmen – and also by recently named Chief Law Enforcement Officer Brian Murphy. These leaders have the respect of their police force and civilian employees along with the respect of other law enforcement agencies and judicial branches of government throughout our County and State. Our Health Department, led by Director Phil Bujalski and Chief Health Officer David Kologinsky, toiled in relative obscurity for years – running health clinics, senior centers and our animal shelter - until COVID changed all of that nearly four years ago and highlighted a team that is unrivaled in the State. We were the only town in the County and among the very few in the State that handled our own vaccine clinics. Our doctors and nurses and staff delivered thousands of doses to our residents including to our homebound senior and disabled populations and to children while putting them at ease by wearing Superhero costumes. They provided the information for our daily – and now weekly - calls to our residents with a joke thrown in that perhaps made you smile but more likely made you frown. Our Recreation Department just keeps getting bigger and bigger with more and more responsibilities and opportunities for our residents under the leadership of Director Brian Molnar and Deputy Director Paul Losik and Accountant Patrick Muller. In the last several years, they added The Club at Woodbridge, the Cypress Recreation Center, the Acacia Youth Center, Highland Grove Youth Center and Springwood Swim Club to their list of responsibilities along with even more summer concerts plus more music and plays and sports leagues for our children. Our Avenel Performing Arts Center and Curtains Restaurant are getting back to pre-COVID numbers under the direction of Anthony Wilkinson and 2024 promises to be the best year ever. Our hidden treasure, the Barron Arts Center, has a jam-packed schedule of 2024 events under the leadership of Cynthia Knight. Our Planning Director, Marta Lefsky, also helps to bring new companies to Woodbridge and help our current businesses expand and runs the Planning Department on a day-to-day basis – processing thousands of permits for new construction and handling the Planning and Zoning Boards plus the inspection process flawlessly. Tony Tortorello, Greg Czoch and Kimberly Mihalics oversee a team of inspectors who don’t just point out flaws in plans or construction but suggest ways to fix and improve things. Let’s wish the best of luck to their former leader Tom Kelly who retired today after 35 years of service as our main Building Inspector. Mike Gelin runs a professional Engineering Division that is full of qualified individuals like Bask Patel and Tom Flynn that minimize the help we need from outside consultants. They are talented in every aspect of engineering from road and sewer construction to flood management to park and field design. I get to throw dirt with a shovel at a groundbreaking and cut-a-ribbon at a Grand Opening, but in between Marta, Carol and Heather join with our Planning Department and Engineering Division leaders and inspectors to form a team that helps every new company in town every step of the way from project introduction to permitting to inspections to final Certificate of Occupancy. Our Department of Senior Services was formed a few years ago to consolidate our Office on Aging, our six Senior Centers and the dozen busses in our Senior Transportation service in one place under Director Michele Morgan and it has paid off tremendously. It is very safe to say that no town around offers more to their senior citizens than Woodbridge Township. Our Business Administrator also directly supervises the Department of Administration and Finance which includes Tax Collector Rich Lorentzen, Tax Assessor Rich Duda, Chief Financial Officer Manny Fernandez, along with Deputy Mike Klepchick and accountant Katie Mullen, Purchasing Agent Jen Burns, Human Resources Director Darren Crocker and Information Technology Director Scott Kuzma who all work behind the scenes to keep the infrastructure of our town running. You probably know of our superb Library system under the direction of Monica Eppinger and hopefully you do not have too much interaction with our Municipal Court under Phil Dinicola. John Mitch’s Clerk’s office with Deputy Clerk Cheryl Sharkey handles all of the official Township documents and records and is the place to go for all licenses and permits. And, special thanks to our Law Department under Director Jim Nolan, Craig Coughlin and Eric Lange and thank you to our Paralegal Erika Aber. Last but certainly not least are the spectacular employees in the Mayor’s office who handle constituent calls and visits from residents and who keep us all running on time by handling our busy schedules. Pam Luks, Nicolette Dunn, Loretta Dowd and Gerry Mazurek are the glue behind our senior management team and they make us look good every single day of the week. You heard a lot of names here of the leaders of our Township government but there are over 1,000 other individuals responsible for Woodbridge having the best programs and services around. Our rank-and-file employees do their job every day without fanfare but they do need to know that we appreciate them. We are not exaggerating when we say we get 10 times as many compliments as complaints from our residents and businesses about their everyday performance.  We would like to recognize and thank our colleagues in public service on the Woodbridge Board of Education. Congratulations to Frank Della Pietro, Marie Anderson and newcomer Nazam Mohammed on your election to the Board and thank you to Sue Bourdin, Jenny Perez, Jonathan Triebwasser, Joe Velez, AJ Sidana and Dan Harris for your continued service to the Board. A special thank you to Brian Molnar who will finish 18 years of service to our school district on Thursday night after not seeking re-election last year. Dr. Joseph Massimino is the outstanding Superintendent of our school district and is ably assisted by Brian Wolferman, Dr. Maria Gencarelli, Paul Postorino, Julie Bair and Patricia Fitzgerald on his senior management team. Like the Township, he has an amazing group of leaders with a lifetime of employment in the education field and it shows in their performance leading the district. We work directly with our school district, unlike just about any town around, and we see first-hand their experience and dedication and commitment to their staff and students. We are also frequent visitors to schools and we see the same from our thousand teachers and staff members and administrators. Our latest cooperative effort will be the passage of a referendum - likely in the fall of 2024 - to allow the construction of a brand new School 10 in Hopelawn next to the former School 10, which closed 30 years ago. The students in the Hopelawn and Keasbey sections of town will now have a school nearer to their homes so they can avoid a 30+ minute bus ride both to and from distant schools. It’s not just the people employed by the Township or school district who work hard for our residents, however. Today we would like to pay special tribute to the dozens of residents who volunteer on our various Boards and Commissions. These individuals work without compensation but spend several hours per month attending meetings and reading agendas and researching issues. When I call your Board, please stand and I will give special mention to anyone who has served in a volunteer Board capacity for more than 10 years. Please stand when your name is called and please hold your applause until the end. On our Planning Board, we have Chairman Ray Miller, Terry Sharkey and Phil Bujalski. Our Zoning Board has Donna Zielinski and Dipak Thakkar. On the Environmental Commission, we have Danny Charles Estain and Chantal Greffer and on our Cable Commission we have Bruno Martins and Cory Spillar. Our Cultural Arts Commission has Connie Elek, Antonia Pancel, Bernadette Sohler, Dolores Capraro Gioffre and Jeff Cohen and our Historic Preservation Commission has Courtney Lowry, Bruce Christensen, Miguel Martin, Dan D’Arcy and also Dolores Capraro Gioffre. Our Veteran’s Alliance has John Eberhardt and our Community Emergency Response Team is headed by Bryan Austin. Our Housing Authority has Jack Kenny and Greg Ficarra and our Library Board has Fred Silbon, Isha Vyas, Anthony Terebetsky and Carol Eberhardt. Our Main Street Special Improvement District has Leon Schwartz and our Oak Tree Road Special Improvement District has Mahesh Shah. The Redevelopment Agency has Bob Gillespie, Hank Haidacher and John Ur and the Rent Levelling Board has John Martin. Thank you all for your long-term commitment and service to Woodbridge Township. Special mention goes to our long-time Mayor’s Advisory Committee led by Chairman Terry Sharkey who was appointed to his post way back in 1999. The list of volunteers on the MAC with over 10 years of service is long and includes Peggy Sharkey, Sheila and Bob Carrozza, Laura Supp, Larry Mayerowitz, Mike Illions, Barbara Stewart, Jess Florek, Derek Supp, Stella Pyrtek Blond, Dwight Glenn, Sherin Elashry, Roncia Hutchinson, Dan Harris, Frank St. Marie, Robin Kaplan, Anthony Pepe, Amy McDevitt, Aniel Mohammed, Marty Genser, Jeff Michael, Rob Sierra, Don Larsen, Mohammed Misbahuddin and Nicole Dinella. 
In the fall campaign, we were asked what the biggest issues would be in Woodbridge Township over the next four years. The best answer to that question is that we just don’t know. On January 1, 2020 when we all were on this stage, we had no idea what the next four years would bring. We lived through Superstorm Sandy but who knew Hurricane Ida would be nearly as bad and force many Township residents from their homes. Who knew there would be a cancer scare that thankfully proved to be nothing to worry about but it still took a monumental effort by our school district, Township, County, State and Federal officials to manage. Who could have predicted the COVID pandemic which turned our world upside down but our Township government stayed open for business while others were shutting down even basic services. 
We once again, on January 1, 2024, have no idea what the next four years will bring, but we certainly do know that we are uniquely well equipped as a local government to handle anything that comes our way. Our managers and employees are well educated, well trained and highly experienced to deal with the expected as well as the unexpected. There is no better group running local government anywhere in the State of New Jersey. Now, it gives me great pleasure to introduce the Dais to you – the people mentioned already in this address – so please stand when called. I will go in reverse order of their years of service to Woodbridge Township and please hold your applause to the end. First the rookies: Personnel Director Darren Crocker has five years of service while Library Director Monica Eppinger and Township Engineer Mike Gelin both have seven years. Deputy Business Administrator Casey Wagner has eight. Deputy Redevelopment Director Heather LaMotta has nine years and Special Projects Manager Chris Kosty has 10. Assistant CFO Mike Klepchick has 11 years and is representing CFO Manny Fernandez who has 12 years. Purchasing Agent Jen Burns has 16 - she started here when she was 10. Communications Director John Hagerty has 17. Municipal Attorney Jim Nolan has 20 and Barron Arts Center head Cynthia Knight has 21. Senior Services Director Michele Morgan has 22 and Chief of Staff Caroline Ehrlich has 28. Tax Assessor Rich Duda has 29. Tax Collector Rich Lorentzen has 31. Information Technology Director and former Chief Law Enforcement Officer Scott Kuzma has 33. Municipal Clerk John Mitch has 34 and Public Works Director George Brew and Planning Director Marta Lefsky-Darden both have 35. Deputy Police Director Joe Nisky and Emergency Management Coordinator Pat Kenny both have 38. Now it gets really serious. Recreation Director Brian Molnar has 40 years with Woodbridge Township. Business Administrator Vito Cimilluca has exactly 41 years as of today. Health Director Phil Bujalski has four days more than Vito and Police Director Bob Hubner just started his 43rd year. There are also many employees not on the stage with years of service in the high 30s and low 40s but nobody can top Municipal Court Director and former Deputy Police Director Phil Dinicola who last year celebrated working for Woodbridge Township for 51 consecutive years. To all of our Department and Division heads - Thank You once again for your constant support, encouragement and cooperation and for your amazing leadership skills. With teammates like all of you how can we not be successful every other November. Thank you again to the more than 1,200 full-time and hundreds of part-time employees who work tirelessly to serve the 103,000 residents of the great Township of Woodbridge. All of us get to be up here on stage and on TV today but that’s because we can’t fit everyone who works here. It is each and every one of you who provide the day-to-day services and programs that our residents have come to love and appreciate.  To the general public of Woodbridge, as Mayor and speaking on behalf of my teammates on the Township Council, we greatly appreciate the confidence you have shown in us these last several years. You tell us what you like and you tell us what you don’t like. You offer criticism and suggestions but always in a positive way. You encourage us with your words and by your attendance at our functions and events. Your votes prove your ultimate support and we will never let you down. We are all truly looking forward to four more years of running Woodbridge Township to make “THE BEST TOWN AROUND” even better. 
Thank you.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk introduced the Woodbridge Community Choir and Woodbridge High School Choir under the leadership of Beth Amory-Teutsch and Lisa Romero and recognized some County Commissioners, the Sherriff and, County Clerk who arrived.

Presentation of “Born to Run” was performed by the Woodbridge Community Choir and Woodbridge High School Choir.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk administers the Oath of Office to Councilman, Kyle Anderson, Lizbeth DeJesus, Gregg Ficarra, and Brian Small.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Council at this time I would like to call for the nominations for the Office of Council President for 2024.  Do I have any nominations?

Councilman Ficarra: Mr. Mitch. 

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Councilman Ficarra.

Councilman Ficarra: It gives me great pleasure to nominate Councilman Kyle Anderson for the Council President position.  Kyle has the loving support of his family, wife and children.  He has leadership experience not only here on the Council but also in his professional life where he serves as Middlesex County Superintendent of Schools and with a number of community based organizations.  He is an advocate for anyone’s whose voice has to be heard.  He is a caring and supportive member of our council team and truly understands what it takes to be a public servant.  It is without any reservation that I nominate Kyle Anderson for Council President.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Thank you Councilman.  Do I have a second?  

Councilwoman McAuliffe: Yes Mr. Mitch, I’m honored to second the motion for Kyle Anderson as our next Council President. My association with Kyle spans over 2 decades.  During my time I have witnessed his dedication to Woodbridge.  Kyle is a lifelong resident of Woodbridge and has been an intricate part of our council since 2011.  His tenure on the council not only reflects his deep connection to our community but also provides him with the invaluable experience necessary to excel as roll of Council President.  Kyle’s commitment to various aspects of our community as a devoted family man, he and his wife, Denise, have raised 5 children which have attended the Woodbridge Township school system.  His involvement in coaching youth sports showcases not only his passion for physical wellbeing but also his commitment for shaping the next generation of leaders.  Kyle also has a strong tie to heritage and community development through his advocacy for preserving cultural roots while actively contributing to the growth and progress of Woodbridge Township.  Kyle’s actions reflect the leader who understands the delicate balance between tradition and evolution.  Please join me in endorsing Kyle for Council President.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Thank you, Are there any other nominations for President? Congratulations Mr. Anderson. 

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk, administered the Oath of Office to Kyle Anderson as Council President.

Council President, Kyle Anderson: So many of you may have noticed me up here feverishly writing.  I realized I wrote my notes and I didn’t bring my readers up here so I was trying to write bigger.  I’ll be brief. I wanted to say, good afternoon and Happy New Year to everyone.  I first would like to thank Councilman Ficarra and Councilwoman McAuliffe for nominating me as Council President.  I would also like to thank my council teammates for the confidence in me and for endorsing me to lead the council in 2024.  I would also like to congratulate Mayor McCormac on being sworn in on his 5th term as Mayor.  Mayor, your leadership is something we all count on, we supported your vision and you and your administrative team to plan and execute that vision.  I look forward to working more closely with you in 2024.  I would also like to thank my wife Denise and my family for the sacrifices they have made so that I could be a public servant.  Lastly, I would like to thank the citizens of Woodbridge Township of all whom we represent.  Mahatma Ghandi once said, “In order to find yourself, you must first lose yourself in the service of others.” From the day that I ran as a Student Council representative, I found joy in serving the public and being a voice in our community.  I stand on that with our Council and our Mayor because I know that is where their hearts are.  I want to thank you for the last 11 years serving as a Councilman and I look forward to the next 4 years and Council President.  Thank you.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Thank you Council President.  At this time I am going to seek nominations for the Office of Vice President.

Councilman Small: Mr. Mitch. 

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Councilman Small. 

Councilman Small:  I go back with this gentleman over 30 years. We met in the fire service.  We’ve become great friends.  He resides in Avenel with his wife Erin and children.  He is truly dedicated to our community and it is an honor and privilege to nominate Cory Spillar for Council Vice President. 

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk:  Do I have a second?  

Councilwoman Meehan:  Mr. Mitch.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk:  Councilwoman Meehan. 

Councilwoman Meehan:  I’d like to second the nomination for Councilman Spillar as Vice President.  I’ve worked alongside Councilman Spillar for the past 9 years and he has always been a strong leader for our community, especially the Avenel Community. He leads with integrity, compassion, and wisdom and I know myself, along with my Councilmates, welcome him to take the role as Council Vice President.  

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Thank you Councilman. Are there any other nominations? Congratulations. Mr. Vice President.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk, administered the Oath of Office to Cory Spillar as Council Vice President.  

Councilman Spillar:  Thank you Mr. Mitch.  Like Council President Anderson, you might have seen me scribbling notes because I had a very nice address planned and its sitting in my folder in the kitchen.  First, I would like to congratulate the Mayor, my fellow Councilmates, Councilman Small, Councilwoman Lizbeth Dejesus, Councilman Gregg Ficarra, and Council President Kyle Anderson on your swearing in today.  2nd I would like to thank my family for their support.  Without you, I couldn’t be up here.  Finally, I would like to thank my fellow Councilmates for their support.  Councilman Small and Councilwoman Meehan, for your nomination.  Thank you.   I look forward to working with all of you under the direction of Council President Kyle Anderson, Thank you very much.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk introduces the Woodbridge Community Choir and Woodbridge High School Choir under the leadership of Beth Amory-Teutsch and Lisa Romero.

Woodbridge Community Choir and Woodbridge High School Choir performs “I Love This Town”

The Municipal Clerk: Can I get a motion to approve the minutes from December 12, 2023?

Council Vice President Spillar made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Meehan and carried unanimously.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk:  Council, there are a couple items we need to get through if you can quickly.  We have our regular meeting.  Beginning with our Resolutions, Ordinances and back to Resolutions.  With that said, can I get a motion to approve Resolutions 1 and 2 that are on your agenda tonight?

Council Vice President Spillar made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman McAuliffe and carried unanimously. 

The Municipal Clerk called for a First Reading of the following Ordinances as consent:

A. AN ORDINACE AMENDING CHAPTER 7 ENTITLED “TRAFFIC”, SECTION  7-38.2 OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WOODBRIDGE (HANDICAPPED PARKING FIFTH ST.).

B. AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 7 ENTITLED “TRAFFIC”, SECTION 7-38.1 OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WOODBRIDGE (HANDICAPPED PARKING MELBOURNE CT.).

C. AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING CONVEYANCE OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY, DRAINAGE EASEMENT AND TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT TO MIDDLESEX COUNTY.

D. AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THAT WOODBRIDGE TOWNSHIP RENEW A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH USW LOCAL 397.

E. AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 27, SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT, OF THE WOODBRIDGE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES.

F. ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WOODBRIDGE, COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NEW JERSEY ADOPTING THE “WEST KELLY STREET 2 REDEVELOPMENT PLAN,” PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING LAW, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.     

G. ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WOODBRIDGE, COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NEW JERSEY ADOPTING 	THE “ROUTE 1 AREA 14 REDEVELOPMENT PLAN,” PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING LAW, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-l et seq.

H. AN ORDINANCE AMENDING A PUBLIC PARKING EASEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP AND WOODBRIDGE 10 MAIN URBAN RENEWAL, LLC ON PROPERTY DESIGNATATED AS BLOCK 542, LOT 1.01 ON THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP. 

Council Vice President Spillar made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Meehan and carried unanimously that these Ordinances be passed on First Reading, to be published in the Home News Tribune on Friday, January 5, 2024 with Notice of Public Hearing to be held on January 16, 2024 at 6:00 P.M.
Councilwoman Sharon McAuliffe abstained from Letter G.
The Municipal Clerk introduced the following Resolutions as Consent.

(1) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Court hereby appoints Kyle Anderson as President of the Municipal Council commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024. 

(2) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby appoints Cory Spillar as Vice President of the Municipal Council commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.  

(3) BE IT RESOLVED BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the Chief Financial Officer to issue refunds for Overpaid Taxes.

(4) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the Chief Financial Officer to issue a refund for over paid Sewer User Fees.

(5) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the Chief Financial Officer to issue refunds for Tax Court Judgments.

(6) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes authorizing release of Surety Bond No. SUR0057655 – Block: 974 Lot: 15 – $10,217.88. 

(7) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes The Home News Tribune and Newark Star Ledger as the official newspapers of Woodbridge Township for the year 2024

(8) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the Tax Assessor or the Woodbridge Township Special Tax Counsel as Agent to file petitions or appeals/complaints with the Middlesex County Board of Taxation, State of New Jersey Tax Court and/or Appellate Court.  

(9) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the waiver of Permit Fees related to the installation of certain Security Gates.

(10) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes various banks to be designated as Depositories for Township funds for the year 2024.

(11) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby appoints Phil Bujalski to serve as Director of Health & Human Services serving during the term of the Mayor and until the appointment and qualification of his successor.

(12) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby reappoints John Hagerty to serve as Communications Director serving during the term of the Mayor and until the appointment and qualification of his successor.

(13) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council reappoints Phil Dinicola to serve as Director of the Municipal Court serving during the term of the Mayor and until the appointment and qualification of his successor.

(14) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council reappoints Brian Molnar to serve as Director of Recreation & Resident Services serving during the term of the Mayor and until the appointment and qualification of his successor.

(15) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council reappoints Marta Lefsky to serve as Director of Planning & Development serving during the term of the Mayor and until the appointment and qualification of his successor.

(16) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby reappoints George Brew to serve as Director of Public Works serving during the term of the Mayor and until the appointment and qualification of his successor.

(17) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby reappoints Vito Cimilluca to serve as Business Administrator serving during the term of the Mayor and until the appointment and qualification of his successor.

(18) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby reappoints Monica Eppinger to serve as Library Director  serving during the term of the Mayor and until the appointment and qualification of his successor

(19) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby reappoints James P. Nolan to serve as Director of Law serving during the term of the Mayor and until the appointment and qualification of his successor.

(20) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby reappoints Robert Hubner to serve as Police Director serving during the term of the Mayor and until the appointment and qualification of his successor.

(21) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council reappoints Michele Morgan to serve as Director of Senior Services serving during the term of the Mayor and until the appointment and qualification of his successor.

(22) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby approves the leave of absence of MARTA LEFSKY from the position of Supervising Planner, Department of Planning and Development to accept the  unclassified position of Director, Department of Planning and Development for a period of one (1) year commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(23) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby approves the leave of absence of GEORGE BREW from the position  of Supervising Mechanic, Department of Public Works to accept the unclassified  position of Director of Public Works for a period of one (1) year commencing January  1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(24) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby approves the leave of absence of PHIL BUJALSKI from the position of Chief Health Inspector to accept the unclassified position of Director of Health for a period of one (1) year commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(25) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby approves the leave of absence of VITO CIMILLUCA from the position of Recreation Program Coordinator, Department of Recreation, Arts and Resident Services to accept the unclassified position of Business Administrator for a period of one (1) year commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.
   
(26) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby approves the leave of absence of PHIL DINICOLA from the position of Agency Aide, Municipal Court to accept the unclassified position of Director of Municipal Court for a period of one (1) year commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(27) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby approves of the agreement approving the leave of absence of ROBERT HUBNER from the position of Clerk I, Police Department to accept the unclassified position of Police Director for a period of one (1) year commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(28) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby approves the leave of absence of JOSEPH NISKY from the position of Recreation Program Coordinator, Department of Recreation and Resident Services to accept the unclassified position of Assistant Police Director for a period of one (1) year commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(29) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby approves the leave of absence of EDWARD SKOLNICK from the position  of Assistant Tax Assessor, Department of Administration & Finance to accept the unclassified position of Deputy Tax Assessor for a period of one (1) year commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(30) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes approves the leave of absence of BRIAN MOLNAR from the position of Assistant Recreation Supervisor, Department of Recreation, Arts and Resident Services to accept the unclassified position of Director of Recreation Services for a period of one (1) year commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(31) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby approves the leave of absence of CHERYL SHARKEY from the position of Keyboarding Clerk 1, Municipal Clerk’s Office to accept the unclassified position of Deputy Municipal Clerk, Municipal Clerk’s Office commencing January 1, 2024 and  terminating December 31, 2024.

(32) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby approves the leave of absence of MICHELE MORGAN from the position of Social Worker-Aging to accept the unclassified position of Director of Senior Services for a period of one (1) year commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating   December 31, 2024.

(33) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment Joseph A. Lombardi, Esq as Judge of the Municipal Court for a three (3) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2026. 

(34) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Wayne Russo and Daniel Sadowski to serve as Municipal Court Attendants for a three (3) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2026.

(35) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Various attorneys and/or firms to act as Special Public Defenders when the need arises for the period January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2024.

(36) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Norma Murgado, Esq. to serve as Chief Municipal Prosecutor for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(37) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Harold Parra, Esq. to serve as Municipal Prosecutor for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(38) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Kim Almasy-Lamountain, Esq. to serve as Municipal Prosecutor for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(39) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of  Robert Scott Lamountain, Esq. to serve as Alternate Municipal   Prosecutor for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(40) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of  Lorraine Nielson to serve as Municipal Prosecutor for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(41) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Francis M. Womack, Esq. to serve as Municipal Prosecutor for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(42) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Robert Carroll, Esq. to serve as Alternate Municipal Prosecutor for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(43) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of  Anthony Fazioli, Esq. to serve as Chief Public Defender for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(44) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Jennifer Marshall to serve as Public Defender for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(45) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Brenda Velasco to serve as Township Local Historian for a three (3) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2026.

(46) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of John Mitch to serve as a member of the Woodbridge Insurance Commission for a two (2) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2025.

(47) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Reappointment – Michael Gelin to serve as Commissioner of the Rahway Valley   Sewerage authority for a five (5) year term commencing February 1, 2024 and terminating February 1, 2029.

(48) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Councilman Cory Spillar to serve as a Council Representative Commissioner of the Woodbridge Township Redevelopment Agency for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(49) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Councilman Brian Small to serve as a Council Representative Commissioner of the Woodbridge Township Redevelopment Agency for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(50) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Reappointment – Phil Clermont to serve as a member of the Woodbridge Redevelopment Agency for a five (5) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and  terminating December 31, 2028.

(51) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Reappointment – Courtney Lowry to serve as a Class A Member of the Woodbridge Township Historic Preservation Commission for a four (4) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2027.

(52) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment Julie Cohen to serve as a Class B member of the Woodbridge Township Historic Preservation Commission for a three (3) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2026.

(53) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Miguel Martin to serve as a Class C Member of the Woodbridge  Township Historic Preservation Commissioner for a four (4) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2027.

(54) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Daniel Dias to serve as 2nd Alternate Member of the Woodbridge  Township Historic Preservation Commission for a two (2) year term commencing  January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2025.

(55) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Daniel D’Arcy to serve as a Class C Member of the Woodbridge  Township Historic Preservation Commission for a four (4) year term commencing   January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2027.

(56) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Swathi Gundapuneedi, Carol Rebovich and Raymond Zirpolo to serve as members of the Woodbridge Township Cultural Arts Commission for a three (3) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2026.

(57) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Antonio Cardona and Tammy Rapp DaRocha to serve as members of the Woodbridge Township Environmental Commission for a three (3) year term  commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2026.

(58) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of  Judith Martino, John Nolan, John Obolsky and Anna Tizio to serve as  members of the Woodbridge Township Rent Leveling Board for a three (3) year term  commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2026.

(59) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Jonathan Sternesky to serve as a Member of the Woodbridge Township Zoning Board for a four (4) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2027.

(60) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Shehul Desai to serve as a First Alternate member of the Woodbridge  Township Zoning Board for a two (2) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2025.

(61) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Reappointment – Brij Sharma to serve as a Second Alternate member of the Woodbridge Township Zoning Board for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(62) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Reappointment – Various persons to serve as members of the Woodbridge Township Cable Commission for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(63) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Reappointment – Phil Bujalski to serve as a Class II member of the Woodbridge Township Planning Board for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(64) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Reappointment – Raymond Miller to serve as a Class IV member of the Woodbridge Township Planning Board for a four (4) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2027.

(65) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of  Reappointment – Kimberly Carvalho Illions to serve as First Alternate member of the Woodbridge Township Planning Board for a one (1) year term commencing January 1,   2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(66) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Reappointment – Dipal Thaker to serve as Second Alternate member of the Woodbridge  Township Planning Board for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and   terminating December 31, 2024.

(67) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Reappointment – Virbhadra Patel to serve as a Class III member of the Woodbridge   Township Planning Board for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and  terminating December 31, 2024.

(68) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Reappointment – Dr. Rayshma Ali and Robert Farrell to serve as a member of the Human   Rights Commission for a three (3) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and   terminating December 31, 2026.

(69) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Reappointment – Frederick Silbon to serve as a member of the Woodbridge Township  Library Board for a five (5) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating  December 31, 2028.

(70) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the reappointment of Councilwoman LizBeth DeJesus to serve as Township Liaison for the Woodbridge Township Housing Authority for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2024 and terminating December 31, 2024.

(71) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes implementing a Fee Schedule for Special Pickups of Solid Waste.

(72) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to enter into an agreement with T & M Associates for professional engineering services for Additional Asbestos Abatement Services at the Woodbridge Health Center in an amount not to exceed $24,625.00.

(73) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to enter into an agreement with Gagliano & Company for professional appraisal services for Recreation Center portion of Cypress Park, 881 West Avenue in an amount not to exceed $4,500.00.

(74) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to enter into an agreement with Immediate Technical Services, Inc. for the purchase of additional electrical wiring services for Highland Grove in an amount not to exceed $31,850.00.

(75) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes to refer the “West Kelly Street 2 Plan” to the Township Planning Board for its review and comment. 

(76) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes to refer the “Route 1 Area 14” Redevelopment Plan to the Township Planning Board for its review and comment.

(77) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to enter into an agreement with United Ford, LLC for the purchase of a 2023 Ford F150 Supercab Pick-up in an amount not to exceed $50,238.15.

(78) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to enter into an agreement with Flock Safety for the purchase of an annual Maintenance Contract for twenty-two (22) Pole Cameras in an amount not to exceed $57,000.00.

(79) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to enter into an agreement with the Woodbridge Arts Alliance for the repayment of advance for Barbells Restaurant within 120 days.  

(80) BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby authorizes the Bill List.

Council Vice President Spillar moved the adoption of the foregoing Resolutions numbers 3 through 80. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Meehan and carried unanimously.

Councilwoman Sharon McAuliffe abstained from Number 76.
Councilman Viru Patel abstained from Number 67.
Public Meeting: 
John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Are there any comments this evening from the public? Hearing no comments, can I get a motion to close the public comment portion of this meeting?     

Council Vice President Spillar made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting which was seconded by Councilwoman McAuliffe and carried unanimously.

GREGG FICARRA, COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE
Councilman Ficarra: Thank you very much. I just want to take a moment to thank Maritza and my family for their support and love.  Congratulations to our colleagues that were elected and re-elected and especially to the quarterback of our team, Mayor John McCormac. Best of luck to President Anderson and to Vice President Spillar.  Thank you Mr. President.

1. WCC (Woodbridge Community Center).

A. SENIOR Recreation and programming.
B. Youth Recreation and programming.

A. Youth Month – April.
B. Senior Month – May.
HOLD

2. Mayor’s Fitness / Wellness Initiatives.	
HOLD

3. Fireworks. 
HOLD

4. Heroes & Cool Kids / Strengthening Families. 
HOLD

5. Pedestrian Safeway’s / East Coast Greenway. 
HOLD

6. Annual Pizza Run. 
HOLD

7. Jacob’s Landing. 
HOLD

8. The Club at Woodbridge upgrades. 
HOLD

9. Crossroad’s Race. 
HOLD

10. Mental Health / Wellness. 
HOLD

11. Mobile Health Unit. 
HOLD

12. Senior Services Directory.
HOLD

13. Human Rights Commission.
HOLD

14. Concerts.
HOLD

15. Senior Olympics.
HOLD

KYLE ANDERSON, COUNCIL PRESIDENT
John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Mr. President if you’ll take the agenda from here.
Kyle Anderson, Council President: Thank you Mr. Mitch.  My agenda is in order today.  I’m going to move over to Councilman Ficarra. 

1. W.T.Y.R.C.
HOLD

2. Job bank.
HOLD

3. Mayor’s trophy.
HOLD

4. Woodbridge Hall of Fame.
HOLD

5. Taste of Woodbridge.
HOLD

6. Charity raffle.
HOLD

7. Drive-in movie.
HOLD

8. N.A.A.C.P.  (NAACP.org)
HOLD

9. Dr. Martin Luther King Annual Program.
HOLD

10. Independent Club of Colonia.
HOLD

11. Tooling Around program. 
HOLD 

12. Boy Scouts / Camping.
HOLD

13. League Consolidation.
HOLD

14. Middlesex College.

15. Woodbridge Organization of Neighbors Advocating Change.
HOLD

16. Geo Baker Clinics. 
HOLD


HOWIE BAUER, 2nd WARD COUNCILMAN
Kyle Anderson, Council President: Councilman Bauer
Councilman Bauer:  Thank you Council President.  I’d like to congratulate the Mayor, my fellow At-Large Councilmates on their swearing in today.  

1. 2nd Ward road projects. 
HOLD

2. County Greenway. 
HOLD

3. Downtown Parking on New Brunswick Ave.
HOLD

4. Woodbridge Waterfront Park / Keasbey. 
HOLD

5. Hometown Hero banners.
HOLD

6. Fords business community. 
HOLD

7. Cruise Night / Trunk or Treat. 
HOLD

8. Fords / Hopelawn / Keasbey Fire Companies. 
HOLD

9. Fords V.F.W. 
HOLD

10. Troop 53 Boy Scouts of America.
HOLD

11. Pathmark property. 
HOLD

12. Brownfields. 
HOLD

13. Hickory Senior Center. 
HOLD

14. Highland Grove Swim Pool.
HOLD

15. Little Libraries. 
HOLD

16. 988 LIFE LINE. 
HOLD

Mayor, it all starts at leadership at the top and that is you.  Under your leadership, great things are achieved when a team comes together for a common goal. A group of people building trust working productively and uniting this community.  I quote “Alone we can do so little, but together we can do so much.” Congratulations.  

Councilman Bauer congratulated Council President Kyle Anderson and Vice President Spillar on their swearing in.

BRIAN SMALL, COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE
Kyle Anderson, Council President: Thank you Councilman Bauer. Councilman Small
Councilman Small: Thank you Mr. President.

1. Woodbridge News. 
HOLD

2. Woodbridge Fire Fighters Local # 290. 
HOLD

3. Port Reading Fire and Township First Aid Squads. 
HOLD

4. Woodbridge P.B.A. / S.O.A. # 38.
HOLD

5. Bicycle Lanes / Bicycle Share / Bicycle Paths. 
HOLD

6. Electric Vehicle Car Share / Car Charging Stations. 
HOLD

7. School projects. 
HOLD

8. S.T.O.W. (Register @ 732 726-2394 for client transport ID #). 
HOLD

9. Level Playing Field @ Cypress Recreation Center / Our House. 
HOLD

10. Property Fraud (www.middlesexcounty.nj.gov  search for “Property Alert” to Register.) HOLD

11. Inspections at Hotels / Motels. 
HOLD

12. National Public Lands Day. 
HOLD

13. 2-3-8 Marine Fire Rescue. 
HOLD

14. Mayor Mac Café. 
HOLD

15. Light Parade (11/25/23). 
HOLD

16. American Irish Association of Woodbridge. 
HOLD

17. Woodbridge B.P.O.E. Elks 2116. 
HOLD

18. Autograph signings. 
HOLD

19. Pickleball Courts. 
HOLD

Councilman Small thanked his family for being present and how he is looking forward to working with the Mayor and fellow Councilmates for the upcoming year. He thanked President Ficarra, 2023 for his leadership. He wished the best to Council President Anderson and Vice President Spillar. He thanked Mr. Mitch for all his guidance and support and everyone who helped in the campaign to get re-elected.  He thanked all emergency personnel and township employees.  In closing, he wished everyone a Happy and healthy New Year. God Bless America.

LIZBETH DEJESUS, COUNCILWOMAN-AT-LARGE
Kyle Anderson, Council President: Thank you, moving along, Councilwoman DeJesus.
Councilwoman DeJesus: Thank you Council President.

1. Housing Authority. 
HOLD

2. Affordable Housing Corporation. 
HOLD

3. Youth and Government Day. 
HOLD

4. History Museum. 
HOLD

5. Police Community Relations. 
HOLD

6. Youth employment / Job Fair. 
HOLD

7. Township parks and playgrounds. 
HOLD

8. Hispanic Heritage month. 
HOLD

9. Barron Arts Center. 
HOLD

10. Free Public Library of Woodbridge. 
HOLD

11. Veteran’s Tax Deduction.
HOLD

12. Girl sports. 
HOLD

13. Girl Scouts / Scouts Pavilion and Camp; E. William St. Park. 
HOLD

14. Youth Leadership Council. 
HOLD

15. Community Backpacks. 
HOLD

16. Donation of winter coats for school students. 
HOLD

17. Safe Place. 
HOLD

18. Women’s Month. 
HOLD

19. Mentoring programs. 
HOLD

Councilwoman DeJesus gave a heartfelt thanks to Mayor John E. McCormac, fellow Councilmates, people of the community, her family and former Council President Ficarra.  


CORY S. SPILLAR, 3rd WARD COUNCILMAN, COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT
Kyle Anderson, Council President: Council Vice President Spillar.
Council Vice President Spillar:  Thank you Council President, my agenda is in order.

1. Avenel’s Very Merry Holiday Lighting (11/26/23) / Port Reading Day.
HOLD

2. Avenel Arts Village / Train Station / Eric LeGrand Believe Park. 
HOLD

3. Woodbridge River Watch / Oros Nature Preserve. 
HOLD

4. Port Reading Saints / Saints Complex Improvements.
 HOLD

5. Avenel Middle School Community Service Club and School Improvements. 
HOLD

6. Port Reading Knights / Sycamore Senior Center / Red Oak. 
HOLD

7. Route 1 Redevelopment. 
HOLD

8. Cloverleaf Redevelopment. 
HOLD

9. Avenel Fire Dept / Fire Prevention Week Open House (10/14/23).
HOLD

10. Social Clubs – Avenel Knights of Columbus / Columbian Club, Avenel VFW. 
HOLD

11. Woodbridge Developmental Center property. 
HOLD

12. Cable Commission / Renewal. 
HOLD

13. School 4 & 5. 
HOLD

14. Mileed Way Army Corps of Engineers project. 
HOLD

15. Maple Tree Senior Center.
HOLD

16. Greenway Family Success Center. 
HOLD

Council Vice President Spillar congratulated and looks forward to working with all fellow Councilmates, residents, the Mayor, and the Mayors Administration. God Bless America

DEBBIE MEEHAN, 5TH WARD COUNCILWOMAN
Kyle Anderson, Council President: Councilwoman Meehan.
Councilwoman Meehan:  Thank you, my agenda is in order.

1. Inman Ave. Business District improvements.
HOLD

2. Green Houses – Colonia Middle and Colonia High Schools. 
HOLD

3. Evergreen Senior and Youth Center / Senior Services. 
HOLD

4. Events:	
Have a Heart Food Drive.
Colonia Easter Bonnet Parade & Egg Hunt.
Colonia Annual Wiffle Ball Tournament.
Support the Troops Rally.
Colonia Clean Up.
Colonia Christmas Tree Lighting.
Cookies and Can for the Troops and Food Bank.
Toys for Tots Run.
Breast Cancer Walk. 
HOLD

5. Food pantry. 
HOLD

6. Reinhard Manor. 
HOLD

7. Colonia Fire Department / First Aid Squad. 
HOLD

8. Colonia American Legion / V.F.W. / Elks. 
HOLD

9. Veteran’s issues. 
HOLD

10. Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority. 
HOLD

11. Cpl. Kevin Reinhard Marine Corps League. 
HOLD

12. Volunteer Directory. 
HOLD

13. Domestic Violence Response Team 
HOLD

14. AED program. 
HOLD

15. Springwood.
HOLD

Councilwoman Meehan congratulated her Councilmates and the Mayor and commented on the individual strengths that helps keep the team working together.  Councilwoman Meehan congratulated Kyle Anderson on his President position, Cory Spillar on his Vice President position and Gregg Ficarra on his past year as Council President. God Bless America and Happy New Year to all.

(VIRU) VIRBHADRA N. PATEL, 4th WARD COUNCILMAN
Kyle Anderson, Council President: Councilman Patel.
Councilman Patel:  Thank you Council President, my agenda is in order.

1. American Legion (T. Nulty Post). 
HOLD

2. Oak Tree Road Special Improvement District (SID)
HOLD

3. JFK High School field and building improvements. 
HOLD

4. Sucker’s Brook bank stabilization. 
HOLD

5. 4th Ward road projects. 
HOLD

6. Magnolia / Willow / Walnut area commuter parking. 
HOLD

7. Sign Ordinance. 
HOLD

8. Cooper Field. 
HOLD

Councilman Patel congratulated Kyle Anderson on his Council President position, Councilman Spillar on his Vice President position and the Mayor.  He wished every a Happy New Year. May God Bless you and America.

SHARON McAULIFFE, 1st WARD COUNCILWOMAN
Kyle Anderson, Council President: Thank you Councilman Patel. Councilwoman McAuliffe.
Councilwoman McAuliffe:  Thank you Council President.

1. Events:	
Farmer’s Market.
Relay for Life.
Fishing derby.
St. James Street Fair. 
HOLD

2. Main Street SID. 
HOLD

3. Chamber of Commerce.
HOLD

4. Buy Local. 
HOLD

5. Transit Village (Downtown Main Street). 
HOLD

6. Blue Acres / F.E.M.A. 
HOLD

7. Main St.  & Rt. 9. 
HOLD

8. Animal Shelter. 
HOLD

9. Dog Parks – Sewaren. 
HOLD

10. Arts:
Woodbridge Murals.
The Gallery on Main. 
HOLD

11. Coast Guard:  John Eberhardt 
HOLD

12. Sewaren Library. 
HOLD

13. Acacia Center:	  
Town Events
Youth Programs. 
HOLD

14. Sewaren Marina. 
HOLD

15. Environmental Commission:
Green Infrastructure
Community Garden
Trail 
HOLD

Councilwoman McAuliffe congratulated the Mayor on his election, all fellow Councilmates, Kyle and Cory, Gregg Ficarra as the outgoing President of Council and guidance through the year and Mr. Mitch. Councilwoman wishes everyone a happy and healthy New Year.

JOHN M. MITCH, MUNICIPAL CLERK
Kyle Anderson, Council President: Before passing it on the Municipal Clerk. I wanted to acknowledge my mom, my sister in law, my brother and also Councilman Gregg Ficarra for his guidance. Mr. Mitch 
John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk:  Thank you Council President, my agenda is in order.

1. Liquor License Transfer(s) / Change of Corporate Structure Applications under review.

A. Person-To-Person Transfer of Liquor License # 1225-33-014-008 from McLoone Holding Company, LLC to Woodbridge Spirits LLC t/a Favorites at Woodbridge.

B. Person-To-Person Transfer of Liquor License # 1225-44-012-004 from A Adam Comollo, Inc. t/a Super Value Liquors to D&E Liquors of Fords, Inc., 469 New Brunswick Ave., Fords, NJ 08863.

C. Person-to-Person & Place-to-Place Transfer of # 1225-33-004-005 from Woodbridge Bowling Center Inc. to Mexology Restaurant, LLC t/a Mexology, 73 Main St., Woodbridge, NJ 07095.

2. Liquor License Incident(s) / Hearing(s).    

3. Liquor License Renewals. 

4. Street Closings / Special Events (Block parties, street fairs, carnivals, etc.).

5. Elections.
2024 Primary Election:  June 4, 2024
Early Voting:  May 31 – June 2 
2024 General Election:  November 5, 2024
Early Voting:  TBD

6. Best Practices Inventory.

Congratulations to everyone and Happy New Year.

MAYOR: 
Council President Anderson:  Mayor McCormac.
John E. McCormac, Mayor:  Congratulations everybody. 

ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE:
Council President Anderson:  We will go over to our Business Administrator, Mr. Cimilucca.
Vito Cimilluca, Business Administrator: Thank you Council President.  I would like to congratulate the Mayor and the Council on their re-election.  I have one item for Tax and Sewer Overpayments.

POLICE:  
Council President Anderson: Director Hubner.
Director Hubner: Thank you Council President.  I have a number of traffic ordinances.  Thank you.  

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT: 
Council President Anderson: Director Darden. 
Director Darden: Thank you Council President nothing this evening.  

PUBLIC WORKS/ENGINEERING:  
Council President Anderson: Director Brew.   
Director Brew: Thank you Council President. I have one Change order #2 and final for Contract 2022-010.

LEGAL:
Council President Anderson: Legal. 
Eric Lange, Esq.: Nothing this evening Council President.  

RECREATION:
Council President Anderson: Brian Molnar recreation.   
Brian Molnar, Recreation Director: Nothing on my agenda.

BOARD OF HEALTH:
Council President Anderson: Director Bujalski. 
Director Bujalski: Thank you. No resolutions on my agenda for today.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Mr. President with your approval, I would like to hold the Board of Health Agenda and also I would like to call up the Community Choir again.

Council President Anderson: Okay.

Woodbridge Community Choir and Woodbridge High School Choir performs “Out in the Streets.”

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: I’d like to call Rev. Barbella up for the benediction.

Rev. John Barbella: Let us pray.  May the Lord bless and keep each one of us.  May He smile upon us and be gracious to us in this coming year and always.  May He fill us with His peace Amen.

Woodbridge Community Choir and Woodbridge High School Choir performs “God Bless America.”

The Municipal Clerk announced on the behalf of Mayor McCormac, Council President Anderson and the Council, all is invited to the reception at the Acacia Center.

On a motion made by Council Vice President Spillar and seconded by Councilwoman Meehan and carried unanimously, Council President Anderson adjourned the meeting at 1:30 P.M.
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