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Mayor McCormac & Council President Dalina Announce
Grant & Loan Program to Assist Small Businesses Make
Capital Improvements to Stores & Facades

Township Offers Incentive to Stimulate Small Business Economy and
Help Improve Infrastructure

(Municipal Council President Rick Dlina, Mayor John E. Mc_Cormac, Councilman Charles Kenny)

Mayor John E. McCormac and Municipal Council President Rick Dalina today announced details of a
Township-sponsored grant and loan program that offers up to $10,000 to small business owners and
operators to invest in building facade and exterior renovations and improvements. The ‘Facade
Improvement’ Program is funded through the federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Program and is designed to stimulate and enhance the small business economy and provide real
opportunities for small business to invest in their infrastructure, buildings and storefronts.



“We are making grants and loans available to Woodbridge Township small business owners and operators
to invest in their buildings and storefronts as part of a comprehensive effort to stimulate the Township
economy as we work to keep our businesses open and viable,” said Mayor McCormac. “While the
program comes at a time when small businesses can certainly use the help, it is just as important that we
provide business and industry whatever assistance we can to help get them through tough times. By
investing in our small businesses, we are investing in the continued viability of Woodbridge Township.
This is a win-win for our small business community. I encourage all small business owners and operators
eligible for the program to sign up today to take advantage of the matching grant or loan offer.”

Joining Mayor McCormac to announce the ‘Facade Improvement’ Program were Municipal Council
President and Second Ward (Fords) Councilman Rick Dalina, First Ward (Downtown Woodbridge)
Councilman Charles Kenny, members of the Municipal Council, Caroline Ehrlich, Chief-of-Staff and
members of the Fagade Improvement Committee.

“The Municipal Council continues to work very hard to encourage small businesses to locate in our ‘Main
Street’ areas, including New Brunswick Avenue in Fords and Main Street in Woodbridge,” said Council
President Dalina. “Through the ‘Facade Improvement’ Program, more small businesses will be able to
make improvements to their storefronts which translates into a vibrate shopping district which in turn
provides better service and shopping opportunities for residents and consumers from neighboring towns.”
According to Mayor McCormac, the ‘Facade Improvement’ Program is designed to encourage the
continued economic success and viability of small businesses, improve the appearance and historic
character of the business district and/or redevelopment area, and provide financial assistance to small
businesses and property owners as an incentive to improve building facades, install new storefronts,
awnings, signage and make other exterior improvements.

The ‘Facade Improvement’ Program, managed by the Township of Woodbridge, encourages business and
property owners who wish to renovate their storefront to apply for one of two ‘Facade Improvement’
funding programs:

e A matching grant of up to $5,000.00 per project; or
¢ A no interest loan of up to $10,000.00 per project, to be repaid at ten percent per year with the
obligation to match the loan dollar for dollar through their own resources.



Applicants must meet all of the following prerequisites to be eligible for the ‘Fagade Improvement’
Program:

1.

2.
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Applicants must be a Woodbridge Township business and/or property owner or own/operate a
business in Woodbridge Township;
A proposed project must be within the commercial business Redevelopment/Rehabilitation Zone
area(s) of the Township of Woodbridge;
A proposed project must comply with the ‘Facade Improvement’ Program guidelines and the
“Downtown Facade Improvement Manual;”
After expenditure of program funds, applicants are expected to meet any/all additional
expenditures required to complete the project through their own resources;
Grants will not be awarded more than once to the same property within the same calendar year
Applications for grants or loans may be submitted for any one or any combination of the following
renovation projects:

- Coordinated color schemes;

- Signage Specifications

- Lighting Requirements

- Architecturally compatibility Guidelines

- Windows, Brickwork and Awnings

Councilman Kenny noted that “Main Street is fast becoming a prime area for new business opportunities
and that existing property owners and business operators should take advantage of the opportunity to
improve their store fronts and the overall look of Main Street.”

To obtain a copy of the Fagade Improvement Program, Policy & Procedural Manual — including grant and
loan applications — contact the Woodbridge Township Planning & Development Department at 732-634-
4500 or log-on to the Township Web Page at: www.twp.woodbridge.nj.us.




